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Slowdown in global  
exports and freight 2011
Weaker than expected growth in 2011 resulted with a downward revision 
of world GDP estimates. In 2011, world GDP grew by 3.8% (5.2% in 
2010). World exports volume grew by 5.0%, a significant slowing down 
from the record expansion during the partial economic recovery of 2010 
(13.8%). World container traffic (TEUs) rebounded strongly in 2010 (13%) 
but preliminary data for 2011 indicate a slowing down to 6%. Air freight 
tonne-km growth turned negative in 2011, compared with 20% growth 
in 2010. Preliminary estimates from the International Transport Forum’s 
quarterly database indicate 5% rail freight growth in the EU (10% in 2010), 
3% in the United States (6%) and 6% in Russia in 2011 (8% in 2010). Road 
tonne-km grew by a rate of 3% in the EU area (4% in 2010) and 12% in 
Russia (11% in 2010), according to preliminary estimates. 

GDP, exports and freight transport in 2011  
(% change from the previous year)

Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), exports (WTO), Air T-km (IATA), TEUs 
(ITF estimate based on Containerization International, TEU coverage 75%). Note: EU rail T-km coverage 
95% (BEL, LUX, NLD not included. AUT, IRL, ITA, ROU 3 quarters). Road T-km coverage 70% (BEL, GRC, 
IRL, ITA, MLT, NLD, GBR not included. AUT, DEU, LUX, PRT, ROU, SVN 3 quarters).

Freight volumes stagnate  
in developed economies
Freight volumes in developed economies continue to indicate economic 
stagnation in 2011. External trade by sea, when measured in tonnes 
transported, remained stagnant under their pre-crisis level, according 
to the preliminary data from the International Transport Forum through 
December 2011. By the end of 2011, total external trade by air fell back 
to the pre-crisis peak of June 2008 both in the USA and EU. Data on 
tonne-kilometres transported by rail and road in the EU for the last quarter 
of 2011 continue to reflect the sense of weak recovery in domestic demand. 
Rail freight in the USA and Russia have slowly recovered to pre-crisis levels.

External trade by sea and air (Dec-11) and rail and road freight transport 
(Q4/11), percentage change from pre-crisis peak Jun-08
(Monthly and quarterly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Source: International Transport Forum 
Note: For EU coverage, see previous note

Partial change in road fatality  
trend 2011
The first decade of the 21st century saw the lowest levels of road deaths since 
systematic reporting began in most member countries of the International 
Transport Forum. Preliminary data for 2011 from the International Transport 
Forum’s quarterly database indicate a slight departure from this trend. Nearly 
half of reporting countries show an increase in road fatalities in 2011. Overall, 
the number of people killed on the roads in 2011 increased by 1.3% in the 31 
countries for which provisional data are available. However, these numbers 
need to be put in the context of very large improvements in the previous year.

Number of fatalities in 2011  
(% change from the previous year)
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Countries

RAIL ROAD INLAND WATERWAYS ECONOMY
Goods Transport (million T-km) Passengers Carried 

(million P-km)
Goods Transport (million T-km) Traffic  

(million V-km)
First Registration (number) Fuel Deliveries (1000 Tons) Road Accident 

Fatalities (number)
Goods Transport (million T-km) Trade (billion EUROS)

National International National International Private Cars Goods Vehicles Motor Petrol Motor Diesel National International Imports (CIF) Exports (FOB)

2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10 2011  ∆% 

11/10 2011  ∆% 
11/10

Albania   50 -22.4   45 -21.6   18 -9.0  300 974 2.1  71 278 -15.5   322 -8.8   4 -1.4   4 14.2   1 22.0
Armenia .. .. .. ..
Australia .. .. .. ..  803 450 -2.9  204 987 -1.5  13 720 -0.2  17 900 9.2  1 292 -4.4 .. ..   174 18.1   195 21.1
Austria  4 088 -4.2  10 634 7.4  7 601 1.1  10 769 7.4  10 830 -4.7  523 -5.3   80 20.8  1 905 -10.1   131 15.1   122 11.8
Azerbaijan   900 14.5  6 946 -6.9   660 -28.0  12 072 9.1   284 9.7  41 771 11.2  3 793 28.0  1 150 11.7  1 000 19.0  1 016 9.8  5 213 7.3   9 48.5   25 24.3
Belarus
Belgium  577 382 4.7  66 037 16.3   241 10.8   237 10.9
Bosnia-Herzegovina .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria  2 237 6.5  1 054 9.4  2 064 -1.7  6 515 6.5  14 696 10.2  2 059 5.8  2 133 -19.6  5 835 5.3   657 -15.3   42 1.0   413 -23.3   23 19.8   20 28.9
Canada  28 100 2.2  14 000 9.4   324 6.6   325 9.3
Croatia   573 -0.2  1 913 -6.2  1 477 -14.3  4 374 -3.8  4 552 7.5  20 609 -1.7  35 569 6.2  3 110 35.5   416 -1.7   19 -35.2   27 1.9   15 -3.3   9 -1.1
Czech Republic  6 240 6.6  8 072 0.7  6 712 1.8  14 995 1.5  39 835 7.5  172 787 2.6  18 154 26.5  1 780 -1.1  3 890 2.4   767 -4.4   21 26.7   21 -16.2   109 14.9   117 17.0
Denmark   196 17.4  2 417 16.5  6 866 4.3  12 025 13.7  4 095 -7.9  169 794 10.5  28 014 47.3   221 -13.3 .. .. .. ..   70 10.4   81 11.4
Estonia   770 6.9  5 491 -7.2   241 -2.4  1 334 -5.6  6 032 31.9  17 071 65.8  3 181 82.4   101 27.8 .. .. .. ..   13 35.5   12 37.9
Finland  6 797 -1.7  2 598 -8.4  3 882 -1.9  23 770 -8.4  2 144 -31.8  54 460 1.2  126 130 12.6  17 905 28.7  1 620 -3.6  2 440 3.4   292 7.4   90 19.2 .. ..   60 15.9   57 7.9
France  25 248 11.9  8 874 20.0  74 323 3.6  168 143 2.3  9 588 -3.3  194 473 1.6 2 160 928 -2.2  49 461 37.1  7 830 -4.9  34 080 1.5  3 969 -0.4  5 007 -0.1  2 856 -6.2   498 11.5   428 8.4
FYROM   0 ..   479 -7.9   146 -5.2   946 -24.1  4 435 48.4   757 5.1 .. .. .. ..   5 22.9   3 28.0
Georgia  6 055 -2.8   641 -2.0   628 1.4  43 408 8.2  9 037 35.1   526 -23.2 .. .. .. ..
Germany  58 882 8.0  54 278 2.8  84 979 2.4  10 769 7.4  41 328 -1.4 3 173 634 8.8  280 088 18.5  4 002 9.7  9 602 -4.6  41 153 -13.2   902 11.9  1 060 10.5
Greece   25 -49.0   288 -47.8  106 953 -29.8  18 270 -37.5  1 093 -13.5 .. .. .. ..   41 -13.8   22 37.5
Hungary  1 162 -13.3  7 848 5.1  7 825 1.7  10 559 -6.4  23 922 6.6  40 573 -0.9  47 608 3.3  17 552 38.8   920 -11.3  2 039 3.9   638 -13.7   4 4.4  1 837 -23.1   73 10.6   80 11.8
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  4 842 55.9   55 71.9   12 50.0 .. .. .. ..   3 19.6   4 11.6
Ireland   80 12.7  1 231 -3.4  89 900 1.1  12 477 8.0  1 320 -10.8  2 150 -4.4 .. .. .. ..   48 5.7   93 4.3
Italy  4 853 -8.9  3 940 4.0  39 369 -9.2  82 298 -1.1 1 749 073 -10.8  169 045 -6.5  9 380 -5.9  29 150 -1.4   401 9.0   376 11.4
Japan  13 814 -9.6 .. ..  289 995 -2.1 .. .. 3 505 832 -16.4  636 683 -8.1  5 449 -5.2 .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 255 061 3.6  219 752 7.5  7 900 1.0  13 210 -0.8 .. .. .. ..   377 17.5   399 13.4
Latvia   296 1.7  21 114 ..   741 -1.1  2 623 2.4  9 006 12.2   937 10.8  11 328 71.9  3 363 183.3   290 -6.5   600 3.4   176 -19.3 .. .. .. ..   11 29.2   8 28.1
Lithuania  3 641 7.8  11 447 13.9   389 4.3  2 320 1.2  19 192 12.2  1 626 12.2  132 117 -18.1  12 770 -20.3   297 -0.7   3 -3.1   23 28.4   20 28.9
Luxembourg   349 1.5   463 7.4  6 122 2.4   495 -1.0  49 881 0.3  4 678 20.4   0  1 900 6.1   33 3.1   302 -16.8   18 19.5   12 12.1
Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  5 297 34.9   280 -15.2   18 20.0 .. .. .. ..   5 32.4   4 75.0
Mexico  79 728 1.2   891 5.5  591 598 17.4  345 444 0.2  45 740 -0.3  18 940 1.8 .. .. .. ..   63 15.9   252 11.8
Moldova   140 13.8  1 032 28.4   363 -9.0  25 835 46.9   433 -4.2   1 25.0   4 27.9   2 38.3
Montenegro  1 050 -13.4   692 -8.3  1 247 -32.2  10 260 19.2  1 211 4.7   52 -45.3  1 750 7.0
Netherlands  538 754 14.2  69 376 20.3
New Zealand  4 178 6.6 .. ..  18 110 3.6 .. ..  164 324 -2.2  3 579 17.0  1 720 -1.2  1 791 7.6   284 -24.3 .. .. .. ..   27 14.9   27 14.2
Norway  2 174 -5.3   724 -5.1  2 948 -2.8  11 550 -3.7  2 272 -5.7  138 345 8.3  5 111 25.3  1 130 -5.8  2 920 3.9   169 -18.8 .. .. .. ..   65 11.9   114 15.3
Poland  24 269 7.5  12 925 10.6  17 648 0.2  84 958 14.9  274 593 24.8  61 792 -57.4  3 990 -2.9  12 320 9.8  4 172 6.9   694 -22.1   149 11.1   135 11.8
Portugal  1 897 -0.2   246 10.8  4 144 0.9  9 963 -1.4  18 924 15.8  153 486 -31.3  37 730 -23.2  1 260 -10.6  4 850 -6.9   44 4.8   31 16.4
Romania  8 149 8.6  1 876 29.8  4 814 -8.3  8 939 0.8  11 054 8.5  81 853 -14.0  23 019 39.1  1 458 -13.0  2 640 8.7  6 300 -20.3   50 16.3   42 23.5
Russia 2 127 212 5.8  139 842 0.7  222 823 11.8  3 487 3.6  35 290 5.7  31 660 8.6  27 953 5.2  49 368 10.3  18 704 -0.2   232 23.8   375 24.2
Serbia   721 22.6  2 891 -1.4   541 3.6   446 -20.6  1 460 29.7   138 -4.2  22 142 -23.5  3 131 37.6   450 -2.2   708 14.4   153 -7.8   561 -20.9 15 15.1 8 12.2
Slovakia   849 4.4  6 751 -5.2  2 431 5.3  4 929 -5.6  24 116 8.7  3 498 2.3   4 -7.7   753 -7.7   54 13.7   57 17.0
Slovenia   633 2.6  2 951 10.7   773 -4.9  1 696 -2.8  10 541 1.1  59 813 -1.6  6 956 30.4   590 3.5  1 360 9.7   140 1.4 .. .. .. ..   22 11.6   21 12.0
Spain  7 564 2.0  21 420 1.9  140 001 -2.5  64 491 1.0  808 290 -18.6  141 983 -6.1  5 290 -6.7  22 430 -3.7 .. .. .. ..   261 9.6   214 15.3
Sweden  14 135 -4.7  8 569 -0.8  11 434 1.9  33 417 2.1  3 530 -0.2  53 309 1.6  326 649 5.8  54 073 22.4  3 160 -7.1  3 300 -4.3   334 25.6 .. .. .. ..   126 12.7   134 12.6
Switzerland  10 897 1.4  18 930 5.8  327 955 10.6  33 119 19.4  3 040 -4.1  2 370 2.6   36 -6.6   1 -22.1   141 12.2   160 14.6
Turkey  10 311 0.3   991 -2.7  5 882 7.1  203 072 6.7  85 495 6.7  602 248 24.0  294 234 19.8  3 803 -6.0 .. .. .. ..   173 23.7   97 13.2
Ukraine
United Kingdom  20 974 12.9  56 059 5.1  492 100 0.9 1 907 411 -4.5  36 886 36.4  13 890 -4.9  20 990 1.2  1 450 4.1
United States 2 532 648 3.1  10 570 2.3 4 769 009 -1.2  24 050 -1.6  1 585 9.9  1 064 10.4
EU*  192 985 6.1  171 374 4.3  355 296 1.2  548 188 2.3  319 446 4.5  925 829 0.9 12 742 865 -1.7 1 138 925 0.3  51 320 -5.4  141 499 0.3  20 341 0.1  18 187 -2.3  55 539 -14.0  3 372 11.3  3 382 11.7
OECD* 2 832 412 3.1  137 598 3.6  676 503 0.0  760 523 3.3  267 770 3.2 5 775 711 -0.8 19 903 792 -3.0 2 836 622 0.4  152 380 -1.7  212 030 1.8  52 794 -1.3  15 538 -3.9  48 828 -13.0  6 193 11.4  5 924 11.7

Sum of 3 quarters Sum of 11 months .. : Data are not applicable          Blank: Data are not available         * Aggregates only include countries for which data are available For country notes see www.internationaltransportforum.org/statistics/shortterm/QCountryNotes.pdf          
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