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Sluggish growth 
in global trade and freight in 2012
World GDP grew by 3.2% in 2012, below the 4.0% growth rate recorded in 2011. GDP grew 1 to 
2% in most of the advanced economies except in the EU, where it fell by 0.2%. GDP in emerging 
economies expanded by 5.1%. World export volume grew 2.0% in 2012, a significant slowing 
down from the 5.2% recorded in 2011 and 13.5% in 2010. World container traffic (measured in 
TEUs) grew 3.3% in 2012. Air freight tonne-km decreased (-1.5%) in 2012. This was the second 
year of consecutive contraction in air freight, down 0.6% in 2011. Preliminary estimates for 
2012 from the International Transport Forum’s database indicate an increase of rail freight in 
the EU (+0.9%) and in Russia (+4.4%) but a slow down in the United States 
(-0.5%). Road freight tonne-km declined 4.1% in the EU area while growth in 
Russia accelerated to 12.2%, according to preliminary estimates.  

GDP, exports and freight transport in 2012  
(% change from the previous year)

Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), exports (WTO), Air 
T-km (IATA), TEUs (Clarkson Container Intelligence Monthly 04/13). Note: EU rail T-km 
coverage 95% (BEL, GRC not included. ROU 3 quarters). Road T-km coverage 70% (BEL, 
GRC, IRL, ITA, MLT, GBR not included. AUT, DEU, FIN, LUX, PRT, ROU, SVN 3 quarters).

Weak growth in freight volumes 
in developed economies
Preliminary estimates of tonnes of goods carried in December 2012 show mixed results but 
continuing stagnation overall in the EU and the United States. External trade by sea  in the United 
States was 5.9% below the previous peak (January 2011). In the EU it remained around the 
Januay 2011 mark (+1.3%). Air freight, considered a lead indicator for economic performance, 
declined overall but hints at a possible turning point in the United States with signs of recovery 
since October 2012. In the EU air cargo continued its decline, reaching 18.4% below the January 
2011 level. Data on tonne-kilometres transported by rail and road for the last quarter of 2012 
reflects weakening domestic demand in the EU area. Conversely, inland freight volumes in Russia 
gathered momentum (+8.3 and +22.3% for rail and road freight resepectively).

External trade by sea and air (Dec-12) and rail  
and road freight transport (Q3/12), percentage  
change from the most recent peak Jan-11
(Monthly and quarterly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Source: International Transport Forum. Note: For EU road and rail, see previous note.

Road fatalities reduced further in 2012
The first decade of the 21st century saw the lowest levels of road deaths since systematic reporting 
began in most member countries of the International Transport Forum. Overall, the number of 
people killed on the roads in 2012 declined by 3.1% in the 30 countries for which provisional data 
are available, a continuation of the positive trend observed in the previous two decades.  At the 
same time, some of the countries with the worst fatality rates in the sample recorded significant 
increases in their road fatalities in 2012: Georgia and Azerbaijan (+15%). In countries with low 
numbers of people killed on the roads, relatively small changes in fatalities have large impacts on 
figures for annual change (particularly marked with Iceland and Malta).  Germany and Sweden, 
which recorded large increases in fatalities in 2011, saw results more in line with long run trends 
in 2012 with improvements of 10.2%  and 7.2% respectively.

Number of fatalities in 2012 
(% change from the previous year)

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

-1

GDP Exports TEUs
Air T-km

World

-1.5

3.2
2.0

3.3

-4.1

0.9

-0.2

3.4

2.2

4.4

12.2

-0.5
GDP Rail T-km Road T-km

1.3

-5.9
-2.4 -2.4

8.3

-5.0

Jan-11 peak

Road T-kmRail T-kmSea tonnesAir tonnes

-18.4

-3.3

22.3
-60 -50 -40 -30 -20 -10 0 10 20

Malta
Iceland
Ireland
Denmark
Poland
Greece
Estonia
Norway
Finland
Germany
United Kingdom 
Serbia
France
Slovenia
Sweden
Hungary
Japan
Czech Republic
TOTAL
Turkey
Latvia

Russia
Lithuania
Moldova
Australia

Luxembourg
Albania

Switzerland
New Zealand

Azerbaijan
Georgia

Source: International Transport Forum. UK data for 3 quarters only.

Data contact:
mario.barreto@oecd.org - tel: +33 (0)1 45 24 97 22

International Transport Forum
2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16 
www.internationaltransportforum.org/statistics/shortterm



Albania   25 -49.7   26 -43.9   16 -9.2  297 370 -1.2  59 991 -15.8   334 3.7   4 -2.7   4 -3.8   2 7.0
Armenia .. .. .. ..
Australia .. ..  203 964 4.6 .. ..  236 584 1.6  882 680 9.9  229 352 11.9  14 020 2.2  18 850 5.3  1 310 2.6  100 500 -9.5 .. ..   187 7.7   184 -5.1
Austria  6 096 10.0  15 486 10.0  10 868 0.8  9 490 -11.9   101 14.2  2 091 2.8   132 0.8
Azerbaijan  1 160 28.9  7 053 1.5   591 -10.5  12 993 7.6   314 10.6  83 703 47.5  6 361 67.7  1 230 8.8   710 14.5  1 168 15.0  5 062 -2.4   9 -1.0   22 -10.2
Belarus
Belgium  490 711 -15.0  58 803 -11.0   243 0.5   237 0.2
Bosnia-Herzegovina .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria  2 010 -10.1   897 -14.9  1 876 -9.1  6 299 -3.3  18 089 23.1  2 207 7.2  2 094 -1.8  10 231 21.0   39 -7.6   386 -6.5   25 10.9   21 3.6
Canada  245 882 -0.9  111 550 12.3  1 030 -0.6  29 460 -4.4  14 340 -6.2   360 10.5   354 8.8
Croatia   519 -9.4  1 827 -4.5  1 182 -20.0  4 145 -5.2  4 504 -1.1  24 602 -30.8  3 135 0.8   11 -40.4   31 15.9   28 74.2   17 74.0
Czech Republic  5 839 -6.4  8 429 4.4  7 258 8.1  14 414 -3.9  36 814 -7.6  173 202 0.2  16 983 -6.5  1 680 -6.1  4 040 -0.7   742 -4.0   15 -28.5   22 3.8   109 0.6   123 5.6
Denmark   168 -14.3  2 107 -12.8  7 034 1.6  10 248 -14.8  4 387 7.1  1 692 -0.4  168 837 -0.6  27 618 -1.4   175 -20.5 .. .. .. ..   73 5.4   82 2.6
Estonia   656 -14.8  4 469 -18.6   235 -2.5  1 288 -3.9  5 809 11.1  19 426 13.8  3 493 9.8   87 -13.9 .. .. .. ..   14 8.7   13 4.2
Finland  6 804 0.1  2 471 -4.9  3 935 1.4  16 629 -5.9  2 711 26.4  54 235 -0.4  111 258 -11.8  14 721 -17.8  1 590 -1.9  2 400 -1.6   255 -12.7   124 37.4 .. ..   59 -2.4   57 -0.1
France  21 849 -13.8  10 322 16.8  76 973 -0.2  155 247 -7.7  9 226 -4.0  191 163 -1.7 1 857 013 -14.1  45 631 -7.7  7 300 -6.4  34 120 0.2  3 640 -8.2  4 862 -2.9  2 876 0.7   509 1.4   442 3.2
FYROM   2 ..   421 -12.1   99 -32.2   945 -0.1  5 516 24.4   764 0.9 .. .. .. ..   5 0.2   3 -2.8
Georgia  5 976 -1.3   625 -2.5   637 1.4  52 758 21.5  7 211 -20.2   605 15.0 .. .. .. ..
Germany  56 326 -4.3  53 739 -1.0  88 352 3.9  191 264 -4.2  36 852 -10.8 3 082 504 -2.9  260 320 -7.1  3 601 -10.2  10 082 5.0  43 867 6.6   909 0.7   826 4.4
Greece  63 728 -40.4  12 917 -29.3   979 -14.2 .. .. .. ..   49 6.3   28 20.5
Hungary  1 417 21.2  7 606 -4.3  7 721 -1.1  9 154 -13.2  24 372 1.6  40 215 -0.9  57 066 19.7  17 014 -2.8  1 150 -8.7  2 520 -9.7   605 -5.2   3 -16.6  1 952 6.3   75 2.8   82 2.4
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  7 925 63.7   87 58.2   8 -33.3 .. .. .. ..
Ireland   92 -11.5  1 579 -3.6  79 498 -11.6  11 998 -3.8  1 210 -8.3  2 160 0.5   129 -30.6 .. .. .. ..   49 1.2   92 -0.2
Italy  6 831 6.3  4 410 -13.8  37 490 -4.8  76 535 -7.1 1 402 986 -19.8  114 715 -33.0  8 390 -10.7  26 650 -9.2   379 -5.7   390 3.7
Japan  18 741 6.8 .. ..  372 140 3.5 .. .. 3 644 319 41.4  567 785 23.9  5 237 -4.9 .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 196 330 -4.7  203 227 -7.5  7 730 -2.2  13 410 1.5 .. .. .. ..   373 -0.9   394 -1.3
Latvia   372 25.7  21 495 1.8   725 -2.2  2 616 -0.3  9 562 6.2   726 -0.3  11 034 -2.6  3 916 16.4   250 -13.8   630 5.0   177 -1.1 .. .. .. ..   12 13.0   10 15.1
Lithuania  3 612 -0.8  10 560 -7.7   403 3.6  2 438 5.1  21 011 9.5  1 789 10.0  153 024 15.8  13 453 5.3   301 1.7   1 -80.6   25 10.7   23 14.5
Luxembourg   23 -34.3   207 -11.9   373 6.9   449 -3.0  4 387 -28.3   390 -21.2  50 398 1.0  4 257 -9.0  1 840 -3.2   34 3.0   292 -3.2   19 1.1   11 -9.2
Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  4 839 -8.6   341 21.8   9 -50.0 .. .. .. ..   6 28.9   4 14.3
Mexico  79 352 -0.5   970 8.9  648 890 9.7  375 790 8.8  45 950 0.5  19 440 2.6 .. .. .. ..   71 14.1   286 13.5
Moldova   101 -27.9   844 -18.2   347 -4.4  25 693 -0.5  9 327 -15.6   442 2.1   1 0.0   4 3.8   2 0.6
Montenegro
Netherlands  4 853 -4.5  502 445 -9.6  69 342 -3.6  4 120 -3.3  6 290 -3.5   390 6.9   431 6.5
New Zealand  4 581 9.6 .. .. .. ..  178 355 8.5  3 813 7.2  1 670 -2.9  1 810 1.1   308 8.5 .. .. .. ..   26 -3.6   25 -7.5
Norway  2 141 -1.5   714 -1.4  3 144 6.6  12 502 8.2  2 290 0.8  137 967 -0.3  5 861 14.7  1 030 -8.8  3 010 3.1   147 -13.0 .. .. .. ..   65 -0.5   119 4.1
Poland  34 239 41.1  14 658 13.4  16 907 -4.2  83 604 -1.6  273 211 -0.5  54 435 -11.9  3 770 -5.5  11 360 -7.8  3 565 -14.5   609 -12.3   155 3.9   145 7.6
Portugal  1 881 -0.8   316 28.5  3 801 -8.3  8 023 -19.5  17 277 -8.7  95 311 -37.9  18 013 -52.3  1 130 -10.3  4 430 -8.7   56 -5.3   45 5.8
Romania  8 040 -1.3  1 937 3.3  4 149 -13.8  9 443 5.6  12 612 14.1  66 789 -18.4  21 447 -6.8  2 302 -12.8  7 242 15.0   50 0.2   42 0.2
Russia 2 222 389 4.4  144 612 3.4  178 058 11.0  4 489 91.4  35 050 -0.7  28 840 -8.9  27 991 0.1  80 291 35.8  40 082 74.9   241 3.6   380 1.4
Serbia   474 -34.3  2 295 -20.6   541 0.0   442 -0.9  2 032 39.2   192 39.1  11 487 -48.1  1 572 -49.8   590 31.1   646 -8.8   145 -5.4   460 -18.0
Slovakia   756 -11.0  6 506 -3.6  2 450 0.8  5 075 3.0  24 429 1.3   2 -51.4   751 -1.0   59 6.1   63 10.6
Slovenia   668 5.4  2 559 -13.3   742 -4.1  1 374 -18.9  10 641 0.9  49 700 -16.9  6 659 -4.3   540 -8.5  1 450 6.6   129 -7.9 .. .. .. ..   22 -0.5   21 2.0
Spain  7 048 -6.8  21 105 -1.5  131 755 -5.9  65 789 2.0  703 808 -12.9  106 721 -24.8  4 920 -7.0  21 090 -6.0 .. .. .. ..   254 -2.8   223 4.0
Sweden  13 951 -3.4  7 653 -9.1  11 687 2.7  30 366 -9.1  3 110 -11.9  53 068 -0.5  301 335 -7.7  46 309 -14.4  2 900 -8.2  3 290 -0.3   296 -7.2 .. .. .. ..   122 -4.1   130 -3.5
Switzerland  10 053 -8.7  18 088 -1.7  334 045 1.9  34 447 4.0  2 930 -3.6  2 520 6.3   339 5.9   49 33.5   1 27.3   143 1.3   163 1.3
Turkey  10 473 1.6   749 -24.4  4 598 -21.8  565 791 -6.1  236 259 -19.7  3 750 -2.2 .. .. .. ..   182 5.6   118 21.0
Ukraine
United Kingdom  21 467 2.4  58 299 4.0  487 000 -0.4 1 589 821 4.3  28 037 11.1  13 230 -4.8  21 540 2.6  1 280 -10.2
United States 1 870 962 -0.5  10 949 3.6 4 731 254 -0.7  1 635 3.1  1 111 4.5
EU *  200 144 1.9  180 680 4.3  353 094 0.6  690 554 -5.6  316 568 -0.7  909 020 -1.3 11 310 038 -8.6  967 374 -14.7  52 180 -6.7  143 810 -3.6  16 004 -10.6  18 138 -0.3  59 478 6.8  3 795 0.8  3 538 0.3
OECD * 2 428 295 -0.3  258 804 5.0  756 860 2.0  886 224 -3.4  257 584 -3.5 5 872 135 -0.7 18 668 560 0.3 2 574 607 -2.9  154 720 -3.1  216 560 -2.0  26 616 -7.6  116 345 -8.1  52 919 6.0  6 718 2.0  6 192 2.1

Countries

RAIL ROAD INLAND WATERWAYS ECONOMY
Goods Transport (million T-km) Passengers Carried 
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