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Slow growth in global trade  
and freight in 2013
World GDP grew by 3.0% in 2013, below the 3.2% growth rate recorded in 2012. GDP grew 1 to 
2% in most of the advanced economies except in the EU (0.2%). GDP in emerging economies 
expanded by 4.7%. World export volume grew 2.4% in 2013, same pace as 2012. World container 
traffic (measured in TEUs) grew 5% in 2013. Air freight tonne-km increased 1.4% in 2013, a 
reversed trend from 2012 contraction. Preliminary estimates for 2013 from the International 
Transport Forum’s database indicate slowdown of rail freight in the EU (-0.9%) and in Russia 
(-1.2%) but an increase in the United States (1.9%). Road freight tonne-km expanded only 0.3% 
in the EU area and 0.7% in Russia, according to preliminary estimates.  
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Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), exports (WTO), Air T-km (IATA), TEUs (Clarksons  
Research). Note: EU rail T-km coverage 95% (BEL, NLD, GRC not included. AUT, ROU 3 quarters). Road T-km coverage 
70% (IRL, ITA, GBR, GRC, NLD, MLT, LUX, SVN not included. AUT, BEL, BGR, DEU, ROU 3 quarters).

Freight volumes in developed economies 
still below 2008 peak
Long–term freight volumes in developed economies continue to indicate economic stagnation in 
2013. External trade by sea in the EU and USA, measured in tonnes of goods transported, remained 
below pre-crisis levels (June 2008), according to preliminary data from the International 
Transport Forum through December 2013. Air freight, considered a lead indicator, decreased 
to 4.8% and 3.2% below pre-crisis peak for EU and USA. Long-term data on tonne-kilometres 
transported by rail and road in the EU continue to reflect weak domestic demand. Conversely, 
inland freight volume in Russia remains above 2008 pre-crisis peak (+2.5 and +17.6% for rail 
and road freight respectively).   

External trade by sea and air (Dec-13) and rail  
and road freight transport (Q4/13),  
percentage change from pre-crisis peak Jun-08
(Monthly and quarterly trend, seasonally adjusted)
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Source: International Transport Forum.  EU data excludes AUT, BEL, GRC, NLD and ROU for rail and AUT, BEL, BGR, 
GRC, IRL, ITA, LUX, NLD, MLT, SVN, GBR and ROU for road.

Road fatalities reduced further in 2013
The first decade of the 21st century saw the lowest levels of road deaths since systematic reporting 
began in most member countries of the International Transport Forum. Overall, the number of 
people killed on roads in 2013 declined by 5% in the 34 countries for which provisional data are 
available, a continuation of the positive trend observed in the previous two decades. Only one of 
those 34 countries reported an overall increase of its road fatalities between 1995 and 2013. In 
countries with low numbers of people killed on the roads, relatively small changes in fatalities have 
large impacts on figures for annual change (particularly marked with Iceland and Luxembourg).  
Germany and Sweden, which recorded large increases in fatalities in 2011, continued to show in 
2013, results more in line with long run trends with improvements respectively 7.3% and 7.7%.
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Albania   23 -8.0   18 -29.5 41 -18.8   12 -23.8  341 691 14.9  71 884 8.3   295 -11.7   4 0.0   4 0.0
Armenia .. .. .. .. .. ..
Australia .. ..  15 237 0.3  200 598 2.1 .. .. 200 598 2.1  238 842 1.1  899 965 2.0  236 262 3.0  13 560 -2.4  19 410 3.0  1 196 -7.9  96 867 -4.0 .. ..  98 037 -3.8
Austria  3 357 -9.5  10 179 -1.9 13 536 -3.9  10 069 -6.0  7 596 -18.8 17 665 -11.9   455 -14.3   103 2.5  2 303 10.2  2 406 9.8
Azerbaijan  1 331 14.7  6 627 -6.0 7 958 -3.1   609 3.0  13 002 0.1   305 -2.9 13 307 0.0  87 655 4.7  6 786 6.7  1 290 4.9   860 21.1  1 164 -0.3  4 632 -8.5  4 632 -8.5
Belarus
Belgium  10 392 -4.2  7 137 -14.5 17 529 -8.7  490 369 -0.1  56 850 -3.3
Bosnia-Herzegovina .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria  2 376 18.2   870 -3.0 3 246 11.7  1 826 -2.7  5 385 22.9  14 544 7.0 19 929 10.8  1 750 8.6   33 -16.4   376 -2.5   409 -3.8
Canada  210 528 2.8  92 042 12.4 302 570 5.6  30 700 2.2  15 180 3.3
Croatia   942 81.5  1 225 -33.0 2 167 -7.6   865 -26.8  4 284 3.4  4 849 7.7 9 133 5.6  23 281 -5.4  4 736 51.1   366 -5.7   10 -15.2   38 21.1   47 11.5
Czech Republic  5 541 -5.1  8 399 -0.4 13 940 -2.3  7 603 4.8  15 401 6.8  39 492 7.3 54 893 7.2  164 627 -5.0  19 473 14.7  1 570 -6.5  4 130 2.2   651 -12.3   6 -58.8   19 -14.3   25 -32.0
Denmark   141 -16.1  2 249 6.7 2 390 5.1  7 076 0.6  12 222 -0.6  3 855 -12.1 16 077 -3.6  1 638 -3.2  180 643 6.9  28 081 1.0   192 15.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Estonia   676 3.0  4 012 -10.2 4 688 -8.5   225 -4.7  1 409 9.4  5 066 -12.8 6 475 -8.8  19 695 1.4  3 745 7.2   81 -6.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Finland  6 501 -4.5  2 968 20.1 9 469 2.1  4 053 0.4  20 968 -4.4  2 395 -11.7 23 363 -5.2  103 455 -7.0  13 913 -5.5  1 540 -3.8  2 440 1.7   260 2.0   121 -2.3 .. ..   121 -2.3
France  20 358 -7.8  11 750 12.1 32 108 -1.4  75 957 -1.3  155 293 -0.7  9 369 0.6 164 662 -0.7  191 933 0.4 1 756 951 -5.4  45 041 -1.3  7 070 -3.2  34 160 0.1  3 253 -10.9  4 957 0.1  2 954 2.7  7 912 1.0
FYROM   6 ..   415 -1.4 421 -0.7   80 -19.2   861 -8.9  6 605 19.7 7 466 15.6   625 -18.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Georgia  4 077 -8.3 4 077 -8.3  47 026 20.0  3 665 -37.4   376 -6.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany  57 063 1.3  53 590 -0.3 110 653 0.5  88 541 -0.2  238 495 0.0  41 660 -7.3 280 155 -1.1 2 952 431 -4.2  254 263 -2.3  3 336 -7.3  11 031 1.1  49 040 3.1  60 070 2.7
Greece  64 229 0.8  13 312 3.1   874 -11.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Hungary  1 605 13.3  8 019 4.5 9 624 5.8  7 843 0.5  9 178 -0.1  26 406 7.6 35 584 5.5  40 132 -0.2  60 160 5.4  18 743 10.3  1 170 1.7  2 520 0.0   591 -2.3   3 -1.8  1 921 -2.9  1 925 -2.9
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  7 275 -8.2   91 4.6   15 66.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland   97 5.4 97 5.4  1 567 -0.8  74 303 -6.5  12 630 5.3  1 130 -6.6  2 180 0.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Italy  14 881 -12.2 14 881 -12.2  47 722 4.3  75 148 -1.7 1 304 628 -7.0  98 845 -13.8  7 990 -5.0  25 890 -2.5 .. ..
Japan  18 748 0.0 .. .. 18 748 0.0  376 511 1.3  194 808 0.9 .. .. 194 808 0.9  740 736 1.9 4 534 608 -0.2  751 619 2.0  41 870 2.1  20 450 -3.3  5 152 -1.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 164 791 -2.6  218 428 7.5  7 920 2.5  14 140 5.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia   286 -22.9  19 246 -10.5 19 532 -10.7   729 0.7  2 803 7.1  10 014 4.7 12 817 5.2  1 023 6.2  11 070 0.3  3 694 -5.7   240 -4.0   690 9.5   179 1.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lithuania  3 645 0.9  9 698 -8.2 13 343 -5.8   391 -3.0  2 540 4.2  23 798 13.3 26 338 12.3  2 049 14.5  155 855 1.9  14 446 7.4   258 -14.6   0 -50.0   0 -50.0
Luxembourg   23 0.0   192 -7.2 215 -6.5   385 3.2  46 624 -7.5  4 091 -3.9  1 830 -0.5   45 32.4   315 7.9   315 7.9
Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  3 297 -6.1   263 3.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Mexico  77 719 -2.1 77 719 -2.1  1 036 6.8  698 217 7.6  402 521 7.1  45 020 -2.0  19 060 -2.0  2 867 -16.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Moldova   118 16.8  1 119 32.6 1 237 30.9   329 -5.2  30 362 18.2  7 155 -23.3   295 -33.3   1 0.0   1 0.0
Montenegro
Netherlands  417 036 -17.0  64 404 -7.1  3 020 -1.9  4 570 -3.0
New Zealand  4 585 0.1 .. .. 4 585 0.1 .. ..  212 598 19.2  5 216 36.8  1 670 0.0  1 850 2.3   254 -17.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Norway  2 611 2.1   992 2.4 3 603 2.2  3 306 6.9  13 373 7.0  2 147 -6.2 15 520 4.9  142 151 3.0  5 773 -1.5   960 -7.7  3 120 3.7   188 29.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Poland  36 153 5.6  14 685 0.2 50 838 4.0  15 532 -8.7  85 359 2.1 85 359 2.1  290 983 6.5  61 096 12.2  3 640 4.0  11 020 -3.0  3 348 -6.1   868 42.5 .. ..
Portugal  1 600 -14.9   449 42.1 2 049 -6.7  3 636 -4.3  10 396 -2.8  25 916 17.6 36 312 10.9  105 921 11.1  20 850 15.7  1 090 -3.5  4 340 -2.0
Romania  7 652 -4.8  1 810 -6.6 9 462 -5.2  3 988 -3.9  9 305 -1.5  15 909 26.1 25 214 14.3  41 064 -16.7  14 454 -12.4  2 092 -9.1  6 489 -10.4  8 581 -10.1
Russia 2 196 217 -1.2 2 196 217 -1.2  138 517 -4.2  250 054 0.5  5 079 13.1 255 133 0.7  35 050 0.0  29 300 1.6  27 025 -3.5  80 067 -0.9  45 036 11.4  125 104 3.2
Serbia   510 7.6  2 511 9.4 3 021 9.1   612 13.1   417 -5.7  2 407 18.5 2 824 14.1   219 14.1  11 702 1.9  2 034 29.4   670 13.6   631 -2.3   107 -26.3   595 29.2   701 15.9
Slovakia   811 7.3  6 356 -2.3 7 167 -1.3  2 467 0.7  4 591 -9.5  25 414 4.0 30 005 1.7   704 -6.2   704 -6.4
Slovenia   653 -2.2  2 883 12.6 3 536 9.5   761 2.6  51 968 4.6  7 186 7.9   480 -11.1  1 410 -2.8   125 -3.8 .. .. .. ..
Spain  6 982 -0.9 6 982 -0.9  22 395 5.9  125 487 -4.8  65 729 -0.1 191 216 -3.2  740 019 5.1  107 281 0.5  4 650 -5.5  20 490 -2.8 .. .. .. ..
Sweden  14 124 1.5  7 605 -6.4 21 729 -1.4  11 842 0.4  30 707 1.1  2 814 -9.5 33 521 0.1  53 624 1.0  292 178 -3.0  44 263 -4.4  2 750 -5.2  3 780 3.6   264 -7.7 .. .. .. ..
Switzerland  10 911 6.0 10 911 6.0  18 291 0.5  310 154 -7.2  32 633 -5.3  2 800 -4.4  2 630 4.4   269 -20.6   48 -2.0   1 -11.6   49 -2.2
Turkey  10 241 -2.2   509 -32.0 10 750 -4.2  3 767 -18.1  224 048 3.7 224 048 3.7  99 431 5.8  654 905 15.8  199 220 -15.7  3 640 -2.9 .. .. .. ..
Ukraine  78 769 -5.9  145 665 -5.4 224 434 -5.6  48 881 -0.6  22 383 -42.5  18 024 -2.6 40 407 -29.7   216 -30.8  1 171 -18.6  1 387 -20.8
United Kingdom  22 401 4.4 22 401 4.4  59 160 1.5  493 100 1.3 1 760 757 10.8  28 854 2.9  12 570 -5.0  21 930 1.8  1 260 -2.0
United States 2 545 132 1.9 2 545 132 1.9  10 959 0.1 4 367 567 0.0  572 478 3.8  375 410 0.8  24 270 -3.7

EU *  192 045 0.5  179 842 -2.2 371 886 -0.9  363 700 0.4  750 000 -0.8  327 114 2.8 1 077 114 0.3  860 397 0.8 11 088 263 -1.8 3 409 043 -1.7  48 910 -3.9  141 380 -0.8  15 172 -7.5  19 214 0.8  64 121 1.4  83 336 1.3
OECD * 3 058 561 1.7  241 761 3.9 3 300 321 1.9  785 873 0.8 1 362 794 0.6  264 996 0.4 1 627 790 0.5 6 302 151 0.4 19 501 641 -0.4 3 327 162 1.0  568 580 0.2  236 530 -0.1  52 586 -5.5  114 004 -3.1  58 427 3.1  172 431 -1.1
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