
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Leipzig, 27 May 2015 – embargoed until 11:00 Central European Time 

UN Secretary-General urges transport 

ministers to act on climate change 
 
Ban Ki-moon: “It is time to reshape the world’s transport systems” 
 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has urged the world’s transport ministers to 

accelerate efforts to combat climate change and “find new green solutions”.    

 

“I urge all of you to accelerate your efforts”, Ban said in a video message released 

ahead of the annual meeting of transport ministers during their global summit in the 

German city of Leipzig. “It is time to reshape the world’s transport systems for a 

cleaner, safer and more sustainable future.” 

 

Ban called sustainable transport “a common thread” linking the upcoming UN Summit 

in September in New York and the COP21 climate change conference in Paris in 

December. In New York, world leaders will define a post-2015 development agenda. 

In Paris, governments will seek to agree on concrete actions to limit the effects of 

global warming.  

 

Tomorrow (28 May), transport ministers will discuss mitigating transport-related 

climate change impacts of trade and tourism during the ministerial session of the 

Leipzig Summit. Ministers will also work on a joint declaration. 

  

 Press releases: www.internationaltransportforum.org/2015/media 

 Webcast: www.internationaltransportforum.org/2015 

 Twitter: @ITF_Forum, #ITF2015 

 Free photo download: www.flickr.com/photos/internationaltransportforum 

 Videos: http://www.youtube.com/IntTransportForum 

 Footage (B roll): www.internationaltransportforum.org/2015/media 
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT FORUM 

Who we are  
The International Transport Forum is an intergovernmental organisation with 54 member countries. It acts 
as think tank for transport policy and organises the Annual Summit of transport ministers. ITF is the only 
global body that covers all transport modes.  

What we do  
ITF works for transport policies that improve peoples’ lives. Our mission is to foster a deeper understanding 
of the role of transport in economic growth, environmental sustainability and social inclusion and to raise 
the public profile of transport policy. 
How we do it  
ITF organises global dialogue for better transport. We act as a platform for discussion and pre-negotiation of 
policy issues across all transport modes. We analyse trends, share knowledge and promote exchange 
among transport decision-makers and civil society. ITF’s Annual Summit is the world’s largest gathering of 
transport ministers and the leading global platform for dialogue on transport policy. 
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