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UN climate head calls to
“end patchwork of policies”

Figueres: “Unite transport sector in push for climate neutrality”

The Head of the United Nation’s Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
Cristiana Figueres, has called to “unite the transport sector worldwide in the push
towards climate neutrality” and connect “the patchwork of policies we can expect from
at least 189 different national climate action plans designed for different national
circumstances.”

In remarks to a meeting during the annual summit of ministers of transport in Leipzig,
Germany, Figueres urged delegates of the summit to “advance the crucial
conversation on transport”, adding: “[W]e know that demand for transport will soar as
the population grows, and we know that emissions must come down to fulfill the goals
enshrined in last year’s Paris Climate Change Agreement.”

Her statement was released ahead of the inauguration meeting of a global initiative to
decarbonise transport, which Mrs. Figueres will be addressing by recorded video
message tomorrow.

On 19 May, the International Transport Forum and more than 40 partners and
supporting organisations will launch the Decarbonising Transport project, an initiative
to help the transport sector move onto a pathway towards carbon-free mobility.

The annual summit of transport ministers takes place in Leipzig, Germany, from 18-20
May. It is organised by the International Transport Forum.
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ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT FORUM

Who we are
The International Transport Forum is an intergovernmental organisation with 57 member countries. It acts
as a think tank for transport policy and organises the Annual Summit of transport ministers. ITF is the only
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global body that covers all transport modes. The ITF is administratively integrated with the OECD, yet
politically autonomous.

What we do

ITF works for transport policies that improve peoples’ lives. Our mission is to foster a deeper understanding
of the role of transport in economic growth, environmental sustainability and social inclusion and to raise
the public profile of transport policy.

How we do it

ITF organises global dialogue for better transport. We act as a platform for discussion and pre-negotiation of
policy issues across all transport modes. We analyse trends, share knowledge and promote exchange
among transport decision-makers and civil society. ITF’s Annual Summit is the world’s largest gathering of
transport ministers and the leading global platform for dialogue on transport policy.

www.itf-oecd.org
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