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 Conclusions 

 



EU legislation regarding tourism statistics 

EP and Council Regulation 692/2011 concerning 
European statistics on tourism 

 

"This Regulation establishes a 

common framework for the 

systematic development, 

production and dissemination of 

European statistics on tourism. 

For this purpose, Member States 

shall collect, compile, process and 

transmit harmonised statistics on 

tourism supply and demand." 

(Article 1) 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:192:0017:0032:EN:PDF


EU legislation regarding tourism statistics 

EP and Council Regulation 692/2011 concerning 
European statistics on tourism (2) 

 

Applicable to: EU Member 

States, Norway, Liechtenstein, 

Iceland (and partly Switzerland) 

First reference year: 2012 

Operational tool  

for harmonisation:  

Methodological Manual  

for Tourism Statistics 

 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:192:0017:0032:EN:PDF
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/documents/3859598/6454997/KS-GQ-14-013-EN-N.pdf


Output – what do we produce? 

Annual & infra-annual data on tourism industries 

 Data on tourist accommodation establishments 
(rented accommodation, NACE 55.1, 55.2, 55.3) 

 capacity (nr of establishments, bedrooms, bed places) 

 annual data 

 occupancy (arrivals, nights spent, occupancy rates) – 
breakdowns by country of origin of the guest, region of 
destination (NUTS2), urban/rural, coastal/non-coastal 

 detailed annual data 

 monthly data for main indicators (nights spent and 
arrivals by residents / by non-residents) 



Output – what do we produce? 

Annual & infra-annual data on tourism industries (2) 

 Economic data on tourism industries  
(based on existing business statistics) 

 turnover, employment, value added, persons 
employed (for selected tourism characteristic activities) 

 e.g. share of (passenger) transport-related activities in 
tourism industries 
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Output – what do we produce? 

Annual data on trips of residents of the EU 

 Participation in tourism for personal purposes 

 share of the population (15+) that makes tourism trips 

 reasons for not making tourism trips 

 Detailed information on tourism trips 

 number of domestic and outbound trips and nights 
spent, destination, purpose, month of departure, 
expenditure, means of transport, means of 
accommodation, socio-demographic information 

 national micro-data transmitted to Eurostat  
 (total sample size of 500.000 observed trips)  

 



Output – what do we produce? 

Annual data on trips of residents of the EU (2) 

 Same-day visits 

 outbound same-day visits for personal purpose (2014) 

 domestic same-day visits for personal purpose (2018, 
triennial) 

 number of SDV, expenditure, country of destination 
(optional), socio-demographic information (optional) 

 annually transmitted data, but broken down by quarter 



Output – where to consult? 

All Eurostat data and publications are available 
free of charge from the Eurostat website 

 Main tables & more detailed multi- 
dimensional datasets: "Eurobase" 

 Articles in the online series  
Statistics Explained 

 News releases and working papers in PDF 

 Contributions to other Eurostat publications  
(e.g. Regional Yearbook) 

 



Data with potential for transport statistics 

Tourist flows: number of trips/arrivals/nights 

 Accommodation statistics 

 inbound and domestic flows of tourists staying at rented 

accommodation 

 regional data (destination) and data on country of origin, 

but not combined! 

 monthly data (only at national level, no further geographical 

breakdown)  

 main gaps: does not cover the very significant segment of 

tourists staying at non-rented accommodation (second 

home, free accommodation with relatives/friends),      

smaller establishments are often not covered 



Data with potential for transport statistics 

Tourist flows: number of trips/arrivals/nights (2) 

 Demand side statistics (household surveys) 

 domestic and outbound flows of tourists (regardless of the 

means of accommodation) 

 breakdown by month of departure and by duration 

 breakdown by main means of transport 

 expenditure (total, expenditure on transport) 

 Eurostat receives micro-data, which allows for estimating 

intra-EU inbound tourism flows by using partner data 

 main gaps: no regional breakdown, only covers population 

aged 15+, important recall bias (underestimation), sample 

based (some flows are not measured or are unreliable) 



Data with potential for transport statistics 

Main means of transport 

 Categories: 

 air 

 waterway 

 railway 

 bus, coach 

 motor vehicle 

 other Air
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Data with potential for transport statistics 

Expenditure on transport 
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Data with potential for transport statistics 

Intra-EU inbound trips 

 Estimates obtained by exchanging partner data  
(via the micro-data transmitted to Eurostat, n=114.000) 

 Basic principle: an outbound flow out of one country is an 
inbound flow into another country => avoid duplicate  data 
collection 

Outbound trip to Italy by a Finnish tourist 

 Statistics Finland via the Finnish household survey

Inbound trip in Italy by a Finnish tourist 

 ISTAT via border survey?

 or… simply re-using the Finnish 

information on the same flow?



Data with potential for transport statistics 

Intra-EU inbound trips, by means of transport (%) 
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Data with potential for transport statistics 

Intra-EU inbound trips, by means of transport (%) 
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Data with potential for transport statistics 

Intra-EU inbound trips, by means of transport (%) 
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Data with potential for transport statistics 

Intra-EU inbound trips, by means of transport (%) 
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Conclusions 

Now: tourism statistics can be an important 
source for transport statistics 

 Few variables of direct relevance, but certain variables can 
significantly contribute to the completeness of models 
(see presentation by P. Bolsi of DG MOVE) 

 Micro-data allows for flexible and detailed analysis 

 

Future: towards more integrated data collection 
and data connection statistics? 

 Exploitation of big data: synergies, joint algorithms across 
statistical domains (e.g. tourism & passenger mobility) 
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