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YOU ARE DOWN 

HERE 

SOMEWHERE 



Some Facts About New Zealand 
 

• It is NOT part of Australia 

• 268,680 KM2 –  A  bit smaller than Finland 

• Approximately 100,000 km or roads 

• Population: 4.7  Million Humans 

      30  Million Sheep 

      7  Million cows 

• New Zealanders are called Kiwis 



Our Places… 

  

    





New Zealand’s Road Safety Performance 

Source: IRTAD Road Safety Annual Report  (2016)  Source: Global Status Report on Road Safety 

(WHO 2015) 



Safer Journeys: New Zealand’s 
Road Safety Strategy 2010-2020  

• Adopted Safe System 
approach  

• Shift away from 
blaming the driver 

• Whole of system 
approach 

 



New Zealand’s Safe System principles 

People make 
mistakes 

1 

People are 
vulnerable 

2 

We need to share 
responsibility 

3 

We need to 
strengthen all parts 

of the system 

4 

Accept we 

are human 

Manage 

the system 



New Zealand’s Safe System Elements  



Change Management Process 

• Communicate:  International Experts 

        Develop Resources 
 

• Embed:     Technical Guides 
 

• Build Capacity:   Training courses 
 

• Enact:       Demonstration Projects 



Comunicate: International Expert Visits  

Eric Howard (Australia) 

Torsten Bergh (Sweden) 

Bruce Corben (Australia) 



Communicate: Safe System Resources  

We produced a 

range of  simple 

resources to help 

explain what Safe 

System means for 

various groups.  



Communicate: Mistakes advertisement  

“Other people make mistakes …..” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bvLaTupw-hk 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bvLaTupw-hk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bvLaTupw-hk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bvLaTupw-hk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=bvLaTupw-hk


Communicate: Video 



Embed: Technical guides on-line 



Safe System in Practice 
 

2 day course 
 

Over 1200 people 

Build Capacity: Training Courses 



Enact: Demonstration Projects 

BEFORE 

From This 



AFTER 

To This 

Enact: Demonstration Projects 



Evaluate: Before and after results 
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Deaths and serious injuries from 
before & after installation of wire rope barrier  

Serious Injuries

Deaths

65% reduction in all deaths and 

serious injuries 

100% reduction in head-on 

deaths and serious injuries 

1999-2003 

10 deaths, 9 serious 

injuries 

1999-2003 

10 deaths, 9 serious 

injuries 

2006-2011 

1 death, 7 serious injuries 

  

2006-2011 

1 death, 7 serious injuries 
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www.saferjourneys.govt.nz 



: the Safe System in Practice 24 

Austroads Safe System Assessment 

Framework 

24 


