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Restrictions 

The Irish Government have issued special advice about travelling, including 

restricting movements for 14 days on those entering Ireland who have been to 

affected areas. Freight transport is exempted. The government published a 

guidance note for supply chain workers. This document contains about one and 

half pages of useful guidelines for drivers. 

To reduce the risk of infection, the ferry company Seatruck Ferries has temporarily 

stopped shipping any HGV drivers or any other passengers in their Irish Sea vessels. 

Accompanied road transport (complete truck combinations with driver) is then 

stopped until further notice, but the company will continue to carry 

unaccompanied semi-trailers, containers and swap bodies. 

Relieves 

On 20 April, the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport announced details of the 

legislative steps he has taken in support of the necessary closure of a range of Road 

Safety Authority services as result of the ongoing Covid-19 situation. 

Under the new measures, the following have come into effect in relation to vehicle 

testing: 

 NCT vehicles with a test that was or will be due on or after 28 March 2020 

have that test date extended by 4 months 

 Commercial Vehicle Roadworthiness Tests (CVRT) – vehicles with a test that 

was or will be due on or after 28 March have that test date extended by 3 

months. 

The Minister has also taken the following steps in relation to driver licensing: 

 Driving licences due to expire between 1 March 2020 and 30 June 2020 

inclusive have had their date of expiry extended by 4 months 

https://www.iru.org/apps/cms-filesystem-action?file=/flashinfo/Ireland%20COVID-19%20Supply%20Chain%20Guidance.pdf


 Learner permits due to expire between 1 March 2020 and 30 June 2020 

inclusive have had their date of expiry extended by 4 months 

 Driver Theory Test certificates due to expire between 1 March 2020 and 30 

June 2020 inclusive have had that date extended by 4 months 

 Certificates of Competency – issued when people pass a driving test and 

required when applying for a first full driving licence - due to expire between 

1 March 2020 and 30 June 2020 inclusive have had that date extended by 4 

months Initial Basic Training certificates for motorcycle learners due to 

expire between 1 March 2020 and 30 June 2020 inclusive have had that date 

extended by 4 months 

In addition, and in line with the arrangements previously in place for NCT 

certificates in relation to private cars, it will no longer be necessary to have a 

current Certificate of Roadworthiness (CRW) in order to tax a commercial vehicle. 

Companies should be able to renew the motor tax for a commercial vehicle from 

21 April without need of a CRW. 
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