
Key
Transport
Statistics
2016 Data

2017

Strengthening growth 
in freight transport in 2016
World GDP grew by 3.1% in 2016, almost at the same pace as in 2015. GDP in most 
advanced economies expanded by 1.7%, while GDP in emerging economies increased 
at a slightly higher pace with respect to the previous years (4.1%). World trade volume 
grew 1.3%, less than in 2015. World container traffic (measured in TEUs) and air freight 
tonne-km increased by 3.5% and 3.8% respectively in 2016, showing a recovery in air 
freight with respect to 2015. Preliminary estimation for 2016 from the International 
Transport Forum’s database show an increase of rail freight in Russia (+1.7%) and a 
decrease in the EU area (-1%) and in the US (-8.8%). Road freight tonne-km continued 
to expand in the EU area (+2.9%) and it recovered in Russia (+0.8%%), according to 
preliminary estimates.

GDP, trade and freight transport in 2016 (% change from the previous year)
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Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), world container traffic (Clark-
sons Research), air T-km (IATA). Note: EU rail T-km coverage (BEL and MLT not included. AUT, NLD and ROU 3 quarters). 
Road T-km coverage (BEL, DEU, IRL, MLT, GBR not included. AUT, FIN, GRC, ITA, LUX and ROU 3 quarters).

Air freight volumes 
indicate growth in 2016
Air freight, considered a lead indicator for overall economic performance, started to 
grow in the second quarter of 2016 in the United States after slowing down below 
the pre-crisis level in 2015. In the EU28, air freight volumes, after being stagnant 
around pre-crisis level during 2015, started to recover since the second quarter of 
2016, according to preliminary seasonally adjusted data. Total external trade by 
sea, measured in tonnes of goods carried, continued to grow in the EU28 above the 
pre-crisis levels, but in the US even if recovering, it is far below the pre-crisis level.

External trade by sea and air, percentage change from June 2008
(Tonnes, monthly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Source: International Transport Forum. 

Road fatalities in ITF countries slightly fell in 2016
The 21st century has begun with the lowest levels of road deaths since systematic 
reporting began in most member countries of the International Transport Forum. Overall, 
the number of people killed on road in 2016 slightly decreases in the 37 countries for 
which preliminary data are available, continuing the on-going positive trend observed. 
This positive trend is mainly driven by the European countries where road fatalities 
decreased by 2.5%. In countries with a low number of people killed on the roads, 
relatively small changes in fatalities have large impacts on figures for annual changes. 

Number of fatalities in 2016 (% change from the previous year)
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Albania   9 -60.9   7 -56.3 16 -59.0   3 -62.5   269 -0.4   4 -2.6   4 -2.6

Armenia   635 32.0 635 32.0   267 -22.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Australia .. ..  219 083 3.7 .. .. 219 083 3.7  251 199 1.9  927 280 0.3  250 853 8.5  13 180 -1.3  20 130 0.6  1 300 7.9

Austria  3 232 -4.2  10 682 -1.7 13 914 -2.3  11 850 6.9  7 442 -1.6 19 292 3.4  329 604 6.8  39 958 9.9   36 -9.0  1 488 11.2  1 524 10.6

Azerbaijan   745 -8.9  3 054 -20.8 3 799 -18.7   339 -11.9  11 450 2.7   282 5.2 11 732 2.8  4 537 -75.8   360 -70.5  1 000 11.1   800 0.0   571 -14.3  2 093 -6.8  2 093 -6.8

Belgium  546 142 7.9  72 173 11.3   540 -14.6

Bulgaria  2 364 -5.9  1 069 -5.7 3 433 -5.9  1 458 -6.1  7 331 2.2  28 071 11.5 35 402 9.4  2 830 6.5  2 318 15.7  12 591 -7.9   500 0.0  2 000 5.3   708 0.0   19 -18.3   268 -21.5   286 -21.3

Canada  1 381 4.4

Croatia   841 -7.4  1 319 3.5 2 160 -1.1   838 -11.9  3 985 -1.7  7 351 15.1 11 336 8.6  40 165 29.0  7 390 22.1   307 -11.8   22 91.2   24 -18.3   45 12.4

Czech Republic  5 289 -4.4  10 196 4.8 15 485 1.5  8 835 6.5  22 304 5.3  28 010 -25.4 50 315 -14.3  52 775 3.6  257 854 12.2  29 374 11.4  1 600 1.3  4 730 4.2   610 -17.3   30 20.3   6 -24.6   36 9.5

Denmark   185 -8.9  2 389 -0.5 2 574 -1.2  6 648 -2.4  12 944 5.0  3 012 -0.1 15 956 4.0  1 545 -0.9  222 477 7.7  41 394 12.1   215 20.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Estonia   574 12.1  1 765 -32.2 2 339 -24.9   316 9.3  1 767 16.0  5 212 10.1 6 979 11.5  23 078 9.6  5 260 12.3   71 6.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Finland  6 091 4.2  3 354 28.0 9 445 11.5  3 868 -6.0  24 586 14.7  1 737 -28.5 19 173 5.5  119 000 9.4  16 855 19.2  1 450 -2.0  2 520 2.0   240 -9.8   103 -19.6 ..   103 -19.6

France  20 478 -4.2  12 119 -5.9 32 597 -4.8  73 978 -1.7  144 094 2.0  6 834 -7.8 150 928 1.5  203 659 1.5 1 984 473 5.2  48 418 12.6  7 310 2.1  34 770 0.2  3 469 0.2  4 169 -9.4  2 665 -6.8  6 834 -8.4

FYROM   3 200.0   219 -20.9 222 -20.1   84 -52.5  1 174 9.3  9 415 0.1 10 589 1.0   904 5.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Georgia  3 424 -19.6 3 424 -19.6   545 17.2   674 1.4 674 1.4  78 999 7.4  4 241 -32.0   581 -3.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Germany  57 227 -3.7  58 938 3.0 116 165 -0.4  88 406 -1.4 3 351 607 4.5  295 760 7.6  3 206 -7.3  8 373 -1.4  33 913 -2.3  42 287 -2.1

Greece   49 -3.9   203 -16.5 252 -14.3   891 -7.5  12 547 20.0  3 189 -10.5 15 736 12.2  1 691 6.9  105 414 10.7  21 283 10.0   807 1.8

Hungary  1 750 -1.8  10 493 27.5 12 243 22.3  7 626 0.2  11 827 14.1  28 075 0.3 39 902 4.0  101 339 24.4  29 246 12.8  1 340 3.1  3 250 4.8   607 -6.2   5 -58.5  1 971 8.7  1 975 8.3

Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  18 509 31.9   287 31.7   18 12.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Ireland   96 0.0 96 0.0  146 672 17.4  30 691 20.1  1 100 -8.3  2 500 4.2   140 18.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Israel  1 050 25.6 .. .. 1 050 25.6  2 013 4.4  276 914 11.3  22 212 27.0   340 5.6

Italy  19 781 10.0 19 781 10.0  51 444 0.6  74 423 -2.6  8 856 -10.3 83 279 -3.5  81 958 3.3 1 825 848 15.9  199 256 52.0  7 400 -5.1  26 200 -0.8

Japan  21 229 -1.4 .. .. 21 229 -1.4  430 708 1.3  152 519 0.6 .. .. 152 519 0.6  550 238 3.1 3 367 533 -19.7  28 900 1.4  16 200 0.6  4 681 -3.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Korea .. .. .. .. 1 324 563 1.2  232 042 -3.1  8 500 2.4  17 200 8.2  4 292 -7.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Latvia   391 -13.7  15 482 -16.1 15 873 -16.0   584 -1.2  2 807 2.0  11 420 -4.3 14 227 -3.2  1 147 -0.2  16 712 18.3  4 118 6.2   220 -4.3   840 7.7   157 -16.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Lithuania  3 643 4.1  10 147 -3.7 13 790 -1.8   396 9.7  2 970 2.0  28 004 18.8 30 974 16.9  2 384 17.0  140 224 8.3  15 686 25.3   188 -22.3   0 50.0   0 50.0

Luxembourg   22 -2.9   179 -2.9 201 -2.9   417 -0.5   545 6.9  4 736 3.3 5 281 3.7   438 5.5  50 561 8.8  5 603 14.7  1 600 -2.4   32 -11.1   189 -19.2   189 -19.2

Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  7 333 23.2   742 58.2   80 0.0   110 0.0   22 120.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Mexico  1 483 5.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Moldova   81 -38.6   462 -25.4 543 -27.7   96 -32.4   409 65.6  1 928 10.7 2 337 17.6  12 398 -2.3  2 732 -12.4   216 -0.9

Montenegro   112 0.0 112 0.0   84 3.7   69 21.1   51 -37.0 120 -13.0  15 927 16.1  2 038 21.5   65 27.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Netherlands   339 -5.8  4 584 2.9 4 923 2.3  17 980 4.1  33 989 6.0  33 972 -7.7 67 961 -1.4  382 593 -14.8  85 781 20.0  4 000 2.6  6 300 0.0  13 456 3.2  36 116 1.7  49 572 2.1

New Zealand .. .. .. ..  300 440 7.4  6 082 -3.7  1 800 0.0  2 000 0.0   328 2.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Norway  2 349 -4.1  1 127 -6.5 3 476 -4.9  3 673 3.1  154 603 2.6  5 982 15.1  1 200 0.0  3 100 3.3   135 15.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Poland  35 427 -2.3  15 211 6.5 50 638 0.2  18 361 9.5  113 460 6.4 113 460 6.4  418 058 17.3  85 920 15.2  3 800 2.7  13 100 12.0  2 992 2.0   701 73.7   701 73.7

Portugal  2 093 0.4   529 -8.1 2 622 -1.4  4 146 5.3  10 447 -12.0  24 120 6.5 34 567 0.1  207 330 16.1  40 006 14.4  1 060 -1.9  4 630 0.9   412 -7.2

Romania  7 202 -3.8  2 531 -11.1 9 733 -5.8  3 451 -2.4  9 718 11.4  25 020 29.9 34 738 24.1  68 249 20.1  27 559 32.7  2 587 26.4  7 089 -10.2  9 676 -2.6

Russia 2 344 087 1.7 2 344 087 1.7  124 620 3.3  234 469 0.8 234 469 0.8  34 800 -1.7  27 950 10.3  20 308 -12.1  64 680 1.7  37 240 8.5  101 919 4.1

Serbia   639 -9.1  2 446 -3.9 3 085 -5.0   439 -13.8   690 31.2  3 609 47.5 4 299 44.7   362 19.5  14 967 22.6  4 088 41.5   100 0.0   597 2.9   87 96.8   840 3.1   926 7.9

Slovakia   837 1.2  6 653 4.7 7 490 4.3  3 579 4.3  5 653 8.5  30 453 7.6 36 106 7.7   2 36.4   687 26.6   688 26.6

Slovenia   577 -3.7  3 385 4.0 3 962 2.8   680 -4.1  2 135 3.2  16 580 4.7 18 715 4.5  64 899 7.0  10 614 23.9   400 -9.1  1 500 9.5   131 9.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Spain  6 562 -7.3 6 562 -7.3  25 292 4.2  144 884 5.6  72 108 0.0 216 992 3.6 1 230 057 12.5  191 281 6.1  4 750 2.2  22 450 3.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Sweden  13 060 2.0  8 216 5.6 21 276 3.4  12 924 1.4  39 273 3.1  3 413 0.5 42 685 2.9  56 665 1.9  388 014 7.2  61 070 17.0  2 490 -3.9  3 050 -23.0   268 3.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..

Switzerland  11 812 1.1 11 812 1.1  19 588 2.0  319 331 -2.4  34 781 -1.4  2 440 -2.8  2 740 2.2   216 -14.6   29 -37.0   1 22.9   30 -36.1

Turkey  10 971 12.7   453 2.5 11 424 12.2  4 326 -10.4  253 139 3.6 253 139 3.6  119 671 5.6  746 074 0.0  222 392 -10.6  2 230 6.7  21 970 8.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..

United Kingdom  17 053 -11.8 17 053 -11.8  65 003 2.3  515 900 1.2 2 665 251 2.4  51 337 4.6  11 980 -0.8  24 590 3.9  1 320 5.3
United States 2 326 216 -8.8 2 326 216 -8.8  10 494 -0.2 5 183 185 2.9  400 100 2.1  27 875 8.0

EU *  205 163 -2.5  179 444 0.9 384 608 -1.0  397 121 0.7  693 539 1.3  377 614 0.9 1 064 003 2.9  920 992 1.7 14 695 272 7.0 1 429 366 15.6  49 480 -0.6  154 140 1.8  16 442 -2.7  29 502 2.4  84 415 -8.0  113 918 -0.1
OECD * 2 564 349 -8.2  150 476 3.6 2 714 826 -7.6  864 060 1.0 1 291 469 2.0  277 748 -3.5 1 562 068 2.2 7 018 924 2.7 21 855 518 0.8 2 135 911 8.8  507 030 1.7  234 530 2.6  54 245 2.5  26 904 0.5  77 035 -7.7  103 940 0.1
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