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Decrease in freight transport in 2019
The global GDP grew by 2.9% between 2018 and 2019, rising at a lower rate than the 
year before. The GDP in most advanced economies expanded by 1.7%, while the GDP 
in emerging and developing economies increased at a slightly lower pace (3.7%) with 
respect to the previous years. World trade volume grew 2.9%, which is slightly lower 
than the rate of growth for 2018. Air freight tonne-kilometres decreased by 3.2% in 
2019 due to global trade tensions. Preliminary estimations for 2019 data from the 
International Transport Forum show a stagnation of rail freight in Russia (+0.2%) and 
a decrease in the US (-6.3%) and in the EU (-1.9%). Road freight tonne-kilometres 
has continued to expand in the EU area (+1%) and in Russia (+6.3%), according to 
preliminary estimates.

GDP, trade and freight transport in 2019 (% change from the previous year)

Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), air t-km (IATA). Note: EU rail 
t-km coverage (BEL, DNK and ROU not included. AUT, FRA, ITA and NLD 3 quarters). EU road t-km coverage (BEL, ITA, 
MLT and ROU not included. AUT, FRA, DEU, GRC, IRL and LUX 3 quarters). Road t-km in Russia includes only national. 

Air freight volumes indicate a slower 
growth in 2019
Air freight, considered a leading indicator for overall economic performance, started 
to grow in the second quarter of 2016 in the United States after slowing down below 
the pre-crisis level in 2015. It has continued to grow through the end of 2019, albeit at 
a slower pace than in 2018. Similarly, in the EU27, air freight volumes were stagnant 
around pre-crisis levels during 2015, but started to recover as of the second quarter of 
2016 and have continued to show growth throughout 2018, according to preliminary 
seasonally adjusted data. Total external trade by sea, measured in tonnes of goods 
carried, continued to grow in the EU27 above the pre-crisis levels, while the US trade 
by sea stagnated during 2019 at the pre-crisis level.

External trade by sea and air, percentage change from June 2008
(Tonnes, monthly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Road fatalities in ITF countries continued to fall in 
2019
The 21st century has experienced the lowest levels of road deaths since systematic 
reporting began in most member countries of the International Transport Forum. In 2019, 
the total number of road deaths decreased in the 32 countries for which preliminary 
data are available, continuing the downward trend of the last three years (-3.8%). 
Eight countries showed an increase in fatalities, while the others were stagnant or had 
improved compared to 2018. In countries with a low number of people killed on roads, 
relatively small changes in fatalities have larger impacts on figures for annual changes. 

Number of fatalities in 2019 (% change from the previous year)
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Source: International Transport Forum. Note: trade by air for EU does not include the Netherlands.

Data contact:
rachele.poggi@itf-oecd.org – tel: +33 (0)1 73 31 25 54

International Transport Forum
2 rue André Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16 
www.itf-oecd.org
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Albania   4 2.6   19 14.5 23 12.1   2 -11.6   227 6.6
Australia .. ..  218 903 1.2 .. .. 218 903 1.2  261 948 -0.6  736 919 -8.9  241 709 -5.9  11 672 -2.9  23 211 1.0  1 188 4.7
Austria  3 263 -0.6  13 096 0.3 16 359 0.1  12 773 4.2  6 933 3.3 19 706 3.9   416 1.7   22 -21.7  1 693 15.9  1 715 15.2
Azerbaijan   793 -10.6  4 359 20.9 5 152 14.7   544 16.7  17 093 3.9   438 8.1 17 531 4.0  37 920 75.2  3 719 68.8  1 400 7.7  1 400 7.7   821 13.7   3  3 348 -26.8  3 351 -26.8
Belarus  11 057 1.5  37 148 -10.9 48 205 -8.3  6 274 0.9  7 233 -12.9  21 283 7.6 28 516 1.5 3 229 935 2.2  411 658 -0.2   505 -8.0   31 -15.2   33 -8.9
Belgium  557 970 0.1  86 805 4.8
Bulgaria  2 524 -6.0  1 377 21.0 3 901 2.0  1 524 3.0  5 719 -26.0  14 894 -22.7 20 613 -23.7  1 637 -22.8   15 -12.0   196 -8.7   210 -8.9
Canada  218 414 0.0  108 000 0.6 326 414 0.2  1 269 6.2
Chile   721 6.6  301 637 -10.6  110 738 -8.3  2 103 7.6
Croatia   797 -10.8  2 114 14.3 2 911 6.1   731 -3.3  4 311 1.8  8 166 -2.8 12 477 -1.3  55 791 5.1  6 801 -3.0   293 -7.6   15 -9.9   37 32.0   51 16.6
Czech Republic  5 563 -5.8  10 507 -1.4 16 070 -3.0  11 069 7.6  25 012 6.2  14 047 -19.9 39 059 -4.9  57 485 1.8  247 567 -4.6  28 996 0.4  1 619 1.8  5 025 2.9   618 -5.8   27 38.3   5 60.8   32 41.5
Estonia   412 -36.6  1 748 -10.0 2 160 -16.7   390 -6.5  1 808 7.2  3 228 -21.2 5 036 -12.9  27 584 4.8  5 493 -10.0   52 -22.4 ..
Finland  6 707 -4.8  3 381 -15.1 10 088 -8.5  4 924 8.6  26 711 2.9  2 136 -12.7 28 847 1.5  50 387 -0.1  114 202 -5.2  18 723 -3.6  1 400 -1.8  2 600 -1.2   205 -9.3   122 -1.1
France  16 159 7.2  9 377 4.7 25 536 6.3  64 268 12.7  125 793 3.6  4 856 -2.6 130 649 3.4  160 314 0.2 2 173 859 1.6  43 803 7.0  7 782 6.1  30 202 -2.6  3 239 -0.3  3 434 12.9  2 088 6.1  5 522 10.2
Georgia 2 102 7.2   533 4.0 517 1.4  46 056 -4.0  3 354 -21.6   337 -1.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany  58 673 -5.1  61 059 10.5 119 732 2.3  100 009 2.1  207 189 0.1  26 087 -7.1 233 276 -0.7 3 607 258 5.0  343 708 6.8  3 054 -6.7  10 255 3.4  40 689 10.0  50 945 8.6
Greece   4 -66.7   486 22.7 490 20.1  1 261 14.2  11 686 3.9  9 673 -8.9 21 359 -2.3  1 924 -2.4  183 476 13.2  28 220 8.4   699 -0.1
Hungary  1 735 -14.1  8 952 4.5 10 687 1.0  7 752 -0.2  13 546 2.7  23 287 -5.9 36 832 -2.9  162 869 14.8  34 415 7.3  1 502 4.6  3 871 4.6   602 -4.9   5 -15.8  2 115 32.0  2 120 31.8
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  11 820 -34.3   304 -28.1   6 -66.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland   72 -19.1 72 -19.1  2 399 5.2  7 478 3.6  1 825 13.4 9 303 5.4  117 100 -6.7  27 559 -0.5   900 0.0  3 900 14.7   142 -4.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Israel   929 -1.9 .. .. 929 -1.9  2 707 26.8  253 071 -3.3  18 946 -1.5   355 12.3
Italy 15 799 -3.2  42 720 4.3  64 847 0.5 1 916 648 0.3  186 633 4.1  7 000 0.0  26 700 -0.4 .. ..
Japan  20 177 3.1 .. .. 20 177 3.1  446 711 1.5  160 381 2.8 .. .. 160 381 2.8  560 574 1.0 3 426 489 2.3  653 769 8.5  27 870 -1.1  16 090 0.7  3 914 -6.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 275 593 -0.9  242 298 -1.2  9 000 3.4  18 300 3.4  3 349 -11.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia   455 35.4  14 563 -16.9 15 018 -15.9   643 3.0  3 350 -3.1  11 615 0.7 14 965 -0.2  1 237 -0.1  18 529 7.8  4 083 -5.9   175 -4.4   907 -0.1   132 -10.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lithuania  3 833 3.7  12 347 -6.4 16 180 -4.2   479 2.4  3 555 -2.4  49 562 24.1 53 117 21.9  3 845 20.2  185 402 -6.8  19 628 -8.6   180 4.0
Luxembourg   20 7.1   168 -17.8 188 -15.7   463 4.8   566 -5.8  5 379 6.8 5 945 5.5   449 -2.4  55 008 4.1  6 291 6.9  1 800 0.0   22 -38.9
Mexico  36 900 1.0  88 288 -3.5 125 188 -2.2  1 571 -1.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Moldova   164 -7.9   756 -7.2 920 -7.3   74 -21.7   694 3.3  3 312 4.4 4 006 4.2  32 118 18.9  6 298 7.3   270 -1.5   0 2.0   0 2.0
Netherlands   370 -3.4  4 824 0.1 5 194 -0.2  34 689 1.7  33 347 -4.2 68 036 -1.3  446 114 0.6  92 203 -3.1  4 300 2.4  6 500 -1.5  13 464 -0.9  34 117 1.4  47 581 0.7
New Zealand .. .. .. ..  304 478 -4.7  2 410 0.0  3 100 2.3   353 -6.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
North Macedonia   2 100.0   347 13.8 349 14.1   62 -3.1  1 508 5.2  8 758 -4.8 10 266 -3.5   835 -12.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Norway  2 970 1.9  1 118 -11.6 4 088 -2.2  3 811 1.4  14 494 3.0  1 572 -14.1 16 066 1.0  142 381 -3.8  7 411 4.9  1 200 0.0  2 800 -12.5   107 -0.9
Poland  38 528 -7.7  16 055 -9.0 54 583 -8.1  21 840 4.8 153 104 0.8  561 153 3.8  97 790 -1.6  4 600 0.0  17 200 1.8  2 909 1.6   156 -11.9
Portugal  1 939 -12.1   762 16.2 2 701 -5.6  10 385 -1.9  20 831 -5.7 31 216 -4.5  32 857 0.9  223 467 -2.1  44 425 -1.8  1 053 2.5  4 910 2.4
Russia 2 602 493 0.2  133 589 3.1  275 427 6.3 4 758 011 27.2  429 989 69.8  34 810 0.1  26 950 17.3  16 981 -6.8  65 906 -0.3  34 132 2.1  100 038 0.5
Slovakia   768 -2.0  6 330 -7.1 7 098 -6.6  4 185 4.1  6 688 3.7  27 200 -6.7 33 888 -4.8  4 167 4.3  169 583 -0.2  22 232 -8.1   2 -5.0   740 17.5   742 17.5
Slovenia   649 5.4  3 765 -0.2 4 414 0.5   698 6.4  2 306 2.2  21 706 8.7 24 012 8.0  72 710 -2.4  13 477 1.8   420 -4.5  1 470 -0.7   102 12.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Spain 6 204 -1.9  27 263 1.2  165 917 4.7  83 638 3.9 249 555 4.4 1 375 555 -3.4  220 851 -3.6  5 375 5.7  23 373 -0.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sweden  14 474 -0.5  9 214 -1.0 23 688 -0.7  14 723 8.7  40 108 -1.4  2 492 -11.5 42 600 -2.0  57 783 0.1  366 961 0.4  63 719 -4.0  2 153 -0.1  4 595 7.8   221 -31.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Switzerland 10 875 -2.4  20 313 5.0  312 902 4.0  40 008 6.6  2 333 -0.5  2 869 0.6   187 -19.7   42 29.0   1 7.1   43 28.4
Turkey  14 158 1.8   751 29.5 14 909 3.0  14 164 59.5 267 579 0.4  386 748 -26.5  87 050 -41.6  2 420 3.4  24 470 -0.6
Ukraine  46 812 -7.9  89 402 2.1 181 845 -2.4  28 413 -0.9   722 16.7  2 666 -2.9  3 388 0.7
United Kingdom  399 106 0.8  8 760 1.3  17 838 -2.6
United States 2 364 144 -6.3  32 483 1.6 5 247 425 1.0  396 800 -2.1  26 730 -2.2
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