Decrease in freight transport in 2020

The Covid-19 pandemic resulted in unprecedented challenges. Economies around
the world saw negative growth in 2020. The global GDP decreased by 3.3% between
2019 and 2020, the higgest contraction since 1980. The GDP decreased by 2.2% in
emerging and developing economies and by 4.7% in the most advanced economies
in comparison to the previous year. In comparison, the financial crisis of 2008
caused a decrease of only 0.7% between 2008 and 20009.

World trade volume decreased by 5% and air freight tonne-kilometres by 10.6% in
2020 compared to 2019. This highlights the impact of Covid-19 specifically on the air
freight sector. Surface freight transport was hit less than air transport. Preliminary
estimates for rail freight in 2020 show a moderate decrease in Russia (-2.2%), while
in the European Union and in the United States rail freight decreased by 6.3% and
11% respectively, according to data from the International Transport Forum. Road
freight tonne-kilometres also fell by 2.4% in the European Union and by 1.3% in Rus-
sia, according to preliminary estimates.

GDP, trade and freight transport in 2020 (% change from the previous year)
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Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), air T-km (IATA). Note: EU rail
T-km coverage (BEL and MLT not included). EU road T-km coverage (MLT not included. AUT, BEL, DEN, DEU, GRC, IRL,
ITA, LUX, ROU 3 quarters). Road T-km in Russia includes only national.

Covid-19’s unprecedented impact on air freight

volumes in 2020

The Covid-19 pandemic had a major impact on air and sea trade in 2020, according
to preliminary seasonally adjusted data. Air freight volumes (measured in tonnes

of goods moved), a lead indicator for economic growth, decreased by 54% in the
EU27 in May 2020 compared to June 2008. In the EU27, signs of recovery have been
visible since August 2020 but in December 2020, the level was still 42% lower than
before the economic crisis of 2008. In the United States, air freight volumes did not
decrease to the level of June 2008 and in December 2020 they were 8% higher than
during the economic crisis of 2008. However, sea trade volumes (measured in tonnes
of goods moved) decreased more in the US than in the EU27. In the US, sea trade
volumes decreased by 11% in April 2020 compared to June 2008, while in the EU27
they increased by 7%. The recovery in sea trade volumes started in July 2020 in the
US. By December 2020, sea trade volumes had bounced back to June 2008 levels.

External trade by sea and air, percentage change from June 2008
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Source: International Transport Forum. Note: trade by air for EU does not include Estonia, Germany and the Netherlands.

Road fatalities in ITF countries continued to fall in 2020

The 215t century has experienced the lowest levels of road deaths since 1970s, when
systematic reporting began in most member countries of the International Transport
Forum. In 2020, the total number of road deaths decreased in the 36 countries for
which preliminary data are available, continuing the downward trend of the last three
years (-4.9%). Fatalities increased in nine countries, while they decreased in the others
with respect to 2019. In order to better understand 2020 data, it should be taken into
account that most countries experienced some periods of lockdown which reduced
people’s mobility and thus, crash risk.

Number of fatalities in 2020 (% change from the previous year)
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Key Transport Statistics ¢ 2020 Data

RAIL
Goods Transport (million T
Countries National International
o o
202 2:!1/09 2020 2(?/109
Albania 20 364.6 6 -66.0
Australia . .
Austria 4210 -47 16288 -5.9
Azerbaijan 604 -23.8 4257 -23
Belarus 10887 -15 31533 -15.1
Belgium
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Bulgaria 2826 12.0 1699 234
Canada 292622 -3.2 125265 -12.8
Chile 2413 146 185 -35.0
Croatia 835 4.8 2445 157
Czech Republic 4504 -19.0 10632 0.1
Denmark
Estonia 304 -26.2 1426 -18.4
Finland
France 19068 -4.6 11310 -58
Georgia
Germany 54828 -53 53578 -29
Greece 2 -50.0 553 13.8
Hungary 1582 -10.3 9621 86
Iceland o o
Ireland 74 28
Israel 917, 1.2
Italy
Japan 18749 -71
Korea
Latvia 477 48 7502 -48.5
Lithuania 3818 -0.4 12047 -24
Luxembourg 20 -32 143 -14.9
Malta . .
Mexico 27145 57 59078 -2.0
Moldova 165 0.7 436 -42.3
Netherlands 498 -1.2 6145 -57
New Zealand
North Macedonia 1 0.0 253| -1.6
Norway 3068 3.3 1147 26
Poland 35805 -7.1 15285 -4.8
Portugal 1816 -6.4 728 -45
Romania
Russia 2
Serbia 546 538 2199 -6.3
Slovakia 688 -10.4 6029 -4.8
Slovenia 593 -8.6 339% -9.8
Spain
Sweden 14 338 1.9 8047 -7.0
Switzerland
Turkey 14237 0.6 1356 80.6
Ukraine 63 248 19 112341 -6.2
United Kingdom 11140 -13.6 .
United States 2

Sum of 11 months Sum of 3 quarters « Data are not applicable
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Goods Transport (million T-km)

National
A%
202 20/19
12665 -0.6
8602 -49.7
7222 05
15608 -28.2
7409 29.6
4487 41
28271 13.0
9199 -0.4
1225 -284
27224 19
158 673 -2.2
201088 -2.9
9589 -17.9
12980 -4.3
6684 -11.0
86 627 -4.3
3716 10.9
3995 124
423 -25.3
773 113
34743 17
1067 0.2
14063 -3.0
8726 -15.8
12817 6.0
271822 -13
1239 -34
6436 -3.8
2275 -13
163758 -1.3
40710 1.5
7947 03
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ROAD
First Registration (number)

Passenger Cars Goods Vehicles

A9 A9
2020 20/109 2020 20/109
248740 -245 40042 -16.7
44254 167 4756 27.9
3270752 1.3 409730 -05
439038 -21.3 75810 -12.7
2792 -246 6501 -37.1
130718 -447 56312 -32.9
27947 -49.9 5098 -25.0
198400 -19.9 23435 -192
19285 -30.1 3805 -30.7
96416 -156 16272 -13.1
1631178 -250 42770 -24.4
67022 9.1 5112 11.0
2606284 216 269166 -15.4
134586 -266 24957 -116
131757 194 28118 -18.1
9369 -20.7 215 -29.3
85161 -253 20752 -17.7
217283 -143 16446 -13.8
1381696 -27.9 155973 -16.4
3795392 -114 726849 -12.0
1030720 9.9 176197 -5.0
13720 -26.0 2938 -28.0
152819 -17.6 14897 -24.1
45549 -17.2 5411 -14.0
4602 -40.2 630 -19.1
30334 -56 5873 -67
356051 -20.0 70936 -22.6
241962 -205
141411 -07 5993 -19.1
432394 -229 78138 -20.1
145136 -351 31829 -28.4
5696109 19.7 531414 236
15105 -30.3 4474 345
53367 -26.6 9373 -305
939089 -31.7 170838 -22.6
303196 -17.4 39785 -37.6
238664 -237 32430 -18.9
601525 555 157778 81.2
1163390 -34.0 24782 -39.2

Fuel Deliveries (1000 Tons)

Motor Petrol
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47
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-31.0

-14.6

5.9
64

-44.4

-10.8
-3.2

-10.7
-2.3
-13.6

0.2
100.0

-12.9
-16.6
-6.5
-5.0
12

-19.9

Road Accident
Fatalities
(number)

2020

181
1107
344
696
573

466

1319
236
517

60
220
2530
450
2717
579
457

149
305
1788
3415

141

175
26

245

610

318

95

2491

16 062

80

190

227
2215

28 190

A%
20/19
-20.3

-6.8
-17.3
-15.2

13.5

-25.8

-11.1
-20.5
-16.3

15.4
4.3
-21.7
-6.4
-10.8
-156.8
-24.1
33.3
6.4
-14.1
-26.3
-12.9

6.8
-5.9
18.2

-25.0

-11.6

=7.7

-9.7

-12.0

14.4

-5.4

7.4

-21.6

-14.0

214
-59.5
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International Transport Forum

INLAND WATERWAYS
Goods Transport (million T-km)

National International Total
A% A% A%
2020 20/19 202 20/19 2020 20/19
18 -17.1 1588 -6.2 1607 -6.3
4 60.0 3295 -1.6 3299 -1.6
26 -17.8 4 858 30 -10.5
2408 35 3391 -71 5800 -2.9
11 -224 186 -4.8 198 -6.0
12 -15.8 45 232 58 12.1
14 -4738 4 -225 18 -43.6
127 43 . . 127 43
4281 -7.7 2246 -175 6527 -11.3
9808 -44 36473 -104 46281 -9.2
4 -18.6 1994 -57 1998 -58
201 -11.6 201 -11.6
0 756 0 756
13248 -16 32288 -54 45536 -4.3
122 -21.6
2417 -16.9 7677 -3.0 10094 -6.7
31211 -18 33049 -32 64259 -25
123 474 435 -324 558 -23.2
1 -36.8 631 -14.7 633 -14.8
37 -11.7 1 -76 38 -11.6
646 -10.6 2231 -16.3 2877 -151

For country notes see: https://www.itf-oecd.org/sites/default/files/docs/country-notes-key-statistics-2020-data.pdf




