Increase in freight transport in 2021

Global economy started to recover from the Covid-19 pandemic in 2021. The global
GDP increased by 6.1% between 2020 and 2021, by 6.8% in emerging and develop-
ing economies and by 5.2% in the most advanced economies.

World trade volume increased by 9.8% and air freight tonne-kilometres by 18.7%

in 2021 compared to 2020. This is mainly the result of the big impact of Covid-19
especially on the air freight sector during 2020. Surface freight transport was hit less
than air transport during the pandemic and preliminary estimates for rail freight in
2021 show an increase of 8.2% and 6.4% in the European Union and in the United
States respectively, according to data from the International Transport Forum. Road
freight tonne-kilometres also increased by 6.5% in the European Union, according to
preliminary estimates.

GDP, trade and freight transport in 2021 (% change from the previous year)
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Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), air T-km (IATA). Note: EU
rail T-km coverage (BEL and MLT not included. FIN 3 quarters). EU road T-km coverage (BEL, GRC, ITA, MLT and ROU
not included. AUT, DEU, IRL, LUX, NLD and SVK 3 quarters).

Air freight volumes recovered in 2021

In 2021, sea and air trade recovered after the crisis due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
according to preliminary seasonally adjusted data. Air freight volumes (measured
in tonnes of goods moved), a lead indicator for economic growth, increased by
69% in the EU27 in November 2021 compared to June 2008. In June 2020 the level
of air freight volume was only 6% higher than in June 2008. In the United States,
air freight volumes increased by 35% in December 2021 compared to the economic
crisis of 2008. In the US, sea trade volumes stayed at the same level as June 2008
for most of 2021, mainly as consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic. In the EU27,
after a decrease in the second quarter of 2020, sea trade volumes recovered during
2021. In December 2021, sea trade level in EU27 increased by 10% compared to
June 2008.

External trade by sea and air, percentage change from June 2008
(Tonnes, monthly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Road fatalities in ITF countries continued to fall in 2021

The 215t century has experienced the lowest levels of road deaths since 1970s, when
systematic reporting began in most member countries of the International Transport
Forum. 2020 was a peculiar year and most countries experienced some periods of lock-
down which reduced people’s mobility and thus, crash risk. For this reason, 2021 will be
compared to the average 2018-20. In 2021, the total number of road deaths decreased
in 26 countries for which preliminary data are available. US experienced a big increase
in 2021 with an increase in road deaths of 15% compared to the average 2018-20.

Number of fatalities in 2021 (% change from the previous year)

Source: International Transport Forum. ISL data for eleven months.
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Countries National International Total P-km) National International Total Passenger Cars | Goods Vehicles | Motor Petrol | Motor Diesel (number) National International Total
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Albania 22| 117 3|-50.9 25| 3.5 1 37.0 197| 8.8
Australia . .. . . 590551| 23.6| 225619| 34.9 8400| 3.7 19400 5.4 1123 2.7 . . . . . .
Austria 3148 3.1 12936| 9.2 21698 5.9 13270 7.3 6935| 7.7 20205| 7.4 239803| -3.6 62 561 | 56.2 362| 5.2 44 1139.1 1462| -7.4 1505| -5.8
Azerba ijan 727| 20.4 4589 7.8 5316| 94 104 |-39.5 9190| 6.8 235| 18.1 9425| 7.1 77 4174 74.9 7318 53.9 706| 1.4 3093| -6.1 3093| -6.2
Belgium 392 769 | -10.5 75786| 0.0 2333| 6.9 3808| 17.7 6141 | 13.4
BUlga ria 2779| -1.6 1876| 10.4 4655| 2.9 1205| 6.9 9061| 22.3| 26100| 3.8 35161| 8.0 2756| 12.2 3528 26.4 9638| 48.3 557 20.3 81-26.3 233| 25.1 241 22.1
Canada 1646 609| 5.6
Chile 3619| 9.1 332 235 3951 10.2 533 | 51.4 344403} 65.1| 149798| 72.2 3638 | 26.4 8439| 16.5 2052 14.4 . . . . . .
Croatia 774| -7.3 2398| -1.9 3172| 33 540 | 20.0 4802 7.0 8826| 13.6 13628 | 11.2 35243| 26.1 5724| 12.3 283 | 21.5 7 |-47.2 28 |-39.2 34 1-40.9
Czech RePUb“C 4798| 4.6 11328| 5.0 16126 4.9 6885| 3.3 29764| 5.3| 33992 22.2 63 756 | 13.7 205397 3.5 27 367 16.8 1516| 5.3 5122| 6.9 531 2.7 18| 27.5 4| 6.2 22| 22.7
Denmark 76|-51.9 1898|-17.2 1974|-19.4 4587| 7.6 12862 3.7 2491| 9.3 15353| 4.5 50422| 3.6 186598 | -6.2 35636| 3.1 135(-17.2
Estonia 377| 24.0 1750 22.7 21271 22.9 291 | 10.2 1669 31.1 3468 | 15.3 5137 20.0 226264 17.3 4958 30.3 55| -8.3 . . . .
Finland 7752 6.7 2903| 2.9 27651| -0.8 1967| 6.7 29618| -0.3 98484 2.1 16429| 1.0 1344 23 2553| 3.8 223| 0.0 148 | 16.9 . . 148 | 16.9
France 21469| 13.4 14 645| 16.1 36114| 14.4| 66881| 37.2| 163006| 2.8 6733| 54| 169739 29 1633180 0.1 45068| 5.4 8558 20.5 30725| 7.5 2901 14.0 4555| 6.5 2228| -0.8 6782| 4.0
Germany 61386| 12.0| 61680 15.1| 123067| 13.5| 56697 0.5| 203856| 1.4| 24580| 50| 228436| 1.8 2622132|-10.1| 293359| -0.6 2565| -5.7 7450 1.7| 29300 7.8| 36750| 6.5
Greece 4100.0 574| 3.8 578| 4.1 652 | 1.7 164 519| 22.2 30516 22.3 608 | 4.1 . . . . . .
Hungary 1273| -6.9 9666| -5.5 10939 -5.7 5426| 11.8 15020 15.6| 21529| 12.0 36549| 13.4 125114| 5.1 30730| 95 1480| 6.9 3756| 5.2 544 | 18.3 3|-12.3 1870| -6.2 1873| -6.2
Iceland . . . . . . 12793| 36.5 276 | 28.4 8| 0.0
Ireland 70| -4.1 - 0 70| 4.1 870| 4.3 7787| 17.2 1630| -6.3 9417 12.3 104932 | 18.8 31013| 31.0 600 | 20.0 2900| 7.4 134| -8.2
Israel . . 251079| 36.0 19910| 44.3 363 | 19.0
Italy 22787| 13.4| 27420 23.6 75506| 22.9| 1458012 5.5| 183425| 17.6 6950 | 26.4 26000| 14.0
Japan 18197 -2.9 . . 18197 -2.9| 282448| -4.2| 203542 5.7 . .| 203542| 57| 599230| 43| 3662894| -3.5| 715269| -1.6 31200| -5.7 20800| 4.0 3204| -6.2
Korea . . . . 1200058(-12.1| 220577| -6.4 9200| 5.7 18000| 3.4
Latvia 437| -8.4 6932| -7.6 7369| -7.6 361|-12.6 4064| 9.4| 11040| 10.5 15104 | 10.2 1301 12.6 14652| 6.8 4112 40.0 166| 1.2 931| 9.7 146| 5.0 . .
Lithuania 3600| -5.7 10966 | -9.0 14566 | -8.2 329 26.5 3862| -3.3| 53894| 5.1 57756| 4.5 4127 1.8 140095| -8.3 20157 35.3 146 |-17.0 3 3
Luxembourg 23| 17.2 153| 6.8 176 8.1 304 | 13.0 483 | 14.2 4776 8.7 5259 82.5 458 | 17.1 44372 | -2.6 5614| 3.8 1200| 20.0 24| -7.7 168| 8.4 168 | 8.4
Malta . . . . . . . . 9(-25.0
Mexico 27283 0.5 65153 | 10.3 92437 7.2 466 |-11.0 . . . .
Moldova 152| -84 507 | 16.1 658| 9.4 231-20.2 881| 14.0 3774\ 15.7 4655| 15.4 41008} 35.2 6990 | 19.0 154| 0.0 472| 0.0 254 | 3.7 0]-26.2 0]-26.2
Montenegro 127| -2.3 35| 25.0 . .. . . . .
Netherlands 547 8.7 6637 7.7 7184 7.8 9565| 4.4 26683| 39| 25909 93 52592| 6.5 322341 9.3 80510| 13.5 3800 2.7 4800| -2.0 582| -4.6| 13376| 1.7| 34017| 6.2| 47393| 49
New Zealand . . .. . 292 634| 20.9 2178| 1.3 3157| 6.3 320 0.0
North Macedonia 1(-44.7 375| 10.6 375| 10.4 25| -2.5 1881| 25.5 9564 | 4.6 11444 7.5 8% | 7.0
Norway 3298 8.1 1231 44 4529 4.4 1597| 9.9 15231 83 1650| -1.6 16881 7.3 176 276 | 24.7 6035, 0.7 1200 0.0 3000 20.0 831-10.8 . . . . . .
Poland 38002| 6.1 16385| 7.2 54 387| 6.5 15746 | 25.7 141168| 0.2 450831| 4.3| 102784| 31.5 4600 9.5 18400 9.5 2245| 9.9 129| 5.3
POrtUga| 1799| -0.9 932 28.0 2731 74 2896 | 13.5 9433| 8.1| 22645]| 38.2 32078 27.7 146 277| 0.8 33946| 6.7 944 | 6.9 4482 | 4.8
Romania 13565 10.9 2747 13.7 7758 1.1 10505| 4.1
Serbia 511| -6.4 2414 9.9 2925| 6.6 191 21.7 1552 25.3 8556 | 31.6 10 108 | 30.6 759 | 39.0 19506 29.1 6310 41.0 200( 0.0 518| 5.9 440 |257.2 1406 (223.4 1846 (230.8
Slovakia 542| 7.5 5182 20.9 7614| 13.4 2052| -6.4 4583| -6.2| 18350| -0.1 22938 | -1.4 2767| -6.6 1|-16.7 837| 0.6 839| 0.7
Slovenia 594| 0.2 3468| 2.1 4062| 1.8 542 | 36.5 2463| 8.3| 22504| 10.4 24967 | 10.2 53428 0.1 11388 21.5 380 11.8 1450 13.3 114 42.5
Spain 5639| 11.8| 15782| 41.1| 182502| 11.4| 87670| 11.7| 270172| 11.5 953663 1.6| 186901| 9.4 5243 | 23.4 21811 12.0
Sweden 14833| 5.4 8415| 4.9 23247| 5.2 8009| -1.5 44774 | 10.0 2709| 9.5 47 483 | 10.0 55698 | 5.3 314313} 3.7 45345| 14.0 2028| -0.2 4205| -2.2 192| 5.9 . . . . . .
Switzerland 11241 7.9 13326| 6.8 242263 15 33414 3.0 2130| 2.8 2713| -0.5 200 |-11.9 39| 6.5 1| 41 40| 6.4
Turkey 14 142| -0.7 1641 21.0 15783| 1.2 10530| 31.5 614 037| 2.1| 200063| 26.8 2160 20.7 18900( 3.8 . . . . . .
Ukraine 49157 7.7 82622| 0.1| 131779| 2.8 12 297 | 50.8 210| -2.3 771| -5.6 980 | -4.9
United States 2240822| 6.4 15116 21.0 5196306| 11.2 437873| 9.0 42915| 10.5

Sum of 11 months Sum of 3 quarters ~*Dataare not applicable  Blank: Data are not available For country notes see: https://www.itf-oecd.org/country-notes-related-itf-key-transport-statistics-2021-data






