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GDP, trade and freight transport in 2022
(% change from the previous year)

Sources: ITF, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), air tkm (IATA). Note: EU rail tkm 
coverage (BEL and GRC not included; AUT, NLD and ROU 3 quarters). EU road T-km coverage 
(MLT, and ROU not included; AUT, BEL, DEU, DNK, FIN, GRC, IRL and NLD 3 quarters).

Source: ITF.

Number of road fatalities in 2022
 (% change from the 2017-19 average)

Source: ITF. ISL data for eleven months.

Freight transport increased in 2022
In 2022, the global economy continued its post-Covid recovery. Global real 
gross domestic product (GDP) grew by 3.4% between 2021 and 2022, by 
2.7% in advanced economies and by 4% in emerging markets and developing 
economies. World trade volumes increased by 2.3%, although air freight 
tonne-kilometres (tkm) contracted by 8% in 2022 compared to 2021. Air trade 
in 2022 was heavily affected by the war in Ukraine and the Russian airspace 
closure. Surface freight mainly remained stable during these two years. The 
United States reported a slight year-on-year contraction of 0.1% in rail tkm, 
while European Union countries (EU27) experienced a slight growth of 0.6%. 
According to ITF data, road tkm in the EU27 decreased by 0.1%.

Air freight volumes recovered in 2022
In 2022, air trade growth slowed, while sea trade remained at its post-
pandemic levels, according to preliminary seasonally adjusted data. Air 
freight volumes in the EU27 (measured in tonnes of goods moved) were 10% 
smaller in December 2022 compared to their pre-pandemic levels in February 
2020. 2022 represented a step back from the recovery levels registered in 
December 2021, when air freight was 20% higher than in February 2020. 
The United States reported a similar trend, declining from 31% in 2021 to 
13% in 2022. Sea freight levels remain stable after Covid-19 in both regions. 
Sea-born trade in the EU27 has not fully recovered to pre-pandemic levels, 
reporting a contraction of 4% in December 2022 compared to February 2020. 
In the United States, sea freight quickly recovered from October 2020 and 
has remained above pre-pandemic levels ever since, with an average 6% 
increase compared to February 2020.

Road fatalities in ITF countries  
continued falling in 2022
The 21st century has seen the lowest levels of road deaths since the 1970s, 
when systematic reporting began in most ITF member countries. 2020 and 
2021 were peculiar years and most countries experienced lockdowns which 
reduced people’s mobility and, thus, crash risk. For this reason, 2022 is 
compared to the 2017-19 average. In 2022, the total number of road deaths 
increased in 13 countries for which preliminary data are available. This trend 
is opposite to the pre-pandemic period.
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COUNTRIES RAIL ROAD INLAND WATERWAYS
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Albania 20 -10.5 0 -90.8 20 -20.4  0 -46.2 64 -16.8
Australia 460 324 1.6 .. .. 460 324 1.6  8 184 -7.5  234 648 2.0 .. ..  234 648 2.0  240 011 -2.0  777 688 3.2  303 741 2.4 8 742 3.8 19 809 1.9  1 192 5.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Austria 3 063 -2.5 13 263 2.5 16 326 1.5  12 883 -3.3  7 138 2.7  20 021 -1.3 215 050 -10.3  25 200 -59.7  370 2.2  11 -74.6  1 144 -15.0  1 155 -16.9
Azerbaijan 735 1.1 6 362 38.6 7 097 33.5  194 86.5  11 276 22.7  327 39.1  11 603 23.1 61 255 -20.9  8 056 10.1  834 18.1  3 438 11.1  3 438 11.1
Belgium  16 874 -7.1  8 201 -20.6  25 075 -12.0 374 597 -4.6  59 619 -21.3
Bosnia-Herzegovina 904 1.9  24 71.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria 3 052 9.8 2 184 16.4 5 236 12.5  1 603 33.0  8 817 -2.7  26 316 0.8  35 133 -0.1 2 656 -3.6  8 -8.3  293 25.8  301 24.7
Canada 1 166 029 -10.9
Chile 3 800 5.0 125 -62.5 3 925 -0.7  957 79.5 329 059 -4.7  158 993 5.8 3897 7.1 8597 1.9  2 094 2.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Croatia 674 -12.9 2 855 19.1 3 529 11.3  810 50.0  4 854 1.1  8 805 -0.2  13 659 0.2 37 047 5.1  5 386 -5.8  275 -5.8  9 32.3  29 4.7  37 10.0
Czech Republic 5 683 18.5 11 094 -3.8 16 777 2.8  9 831 44.1  30 762 3.4  35 032 3.1  65 794 3.2 191 470 -6.8  25 245 -7.8 1592 5.0 5171 1.0  526 -1.1  18 1.8  2 -46.3  20 -7.5
Denmark 2 210 12.0  5 815 38.8  9 448 -2.2  1 841 -2.3  11 289 -2.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Estonia 468 24.1 818 -53.3 1 286 -39.5  382 31.3  1 904 5.8  2 732 -20.5  4 636 -11.5 20 561 -9.1  4 703 -5.1  47 -14.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Finland 8 845 -16.6  4 572 57.5  29 004 4.9  1 244 -11.3  23 331 8.7 81 699 -17.0  14 534 -11.5 1300 -3.3 2500 -2.1  189 -16.0  194 30.5 .. ..  194 30.5
France 21 009 -3.5 14 384 2.9 35 393 -1.0  91 304 38.0  158 879 -1.6  7 221 7.8  166 100 -1.2 1 576 950 -7.7  46 171 0.5 9268 8.3 30573 -0.5  3 300 12.1  3 997 -11.5  2 226 -2.5  6 223 -8.5
Georgia 4 193 26.2  483 76.7  730 1.2 98 685 16.0  5 680 -12.7  430 -4.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany 61 080 -0.5 63 497 2.9 124 577 1.2  70 018 82.9  204 471 0.3  26 527 -0.8  230 998 0.2 2 651 357 1.1  253 894 -13.5  2 782 8.6  8 057 -9.9  32 779 -6.9  40 836 -7.6
Greece 5 25.0  1 117 71.3  11 770 -7.1  4 010 16.5  15 780 -2.1  1 689 -2.9 175 535 6.7  26 097 -14.5  635 1.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Hungary 1 378 7.8 9 514 -5.5 10 893 -4.0  7 749 42.6  14 070 -6.3  23 121 4.7  37 191 0.2 115 764 -7.5  27 917 -9.1 1531 3.4 3972 5.8  535 -1.7  3 3.4  1 505 -19.5  1 508 -19.5
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  16 681 30.4  746 170.3  9 0.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland 80 14.3 .. .. 80 14.3  1 748 100.9  7 628 -2.0  1 753 7.5  9 381 -0.4  105 296 0.3  25 862 -16.6 700 16.7 3000 3.4  156 16.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Israel 771 -5.2 .. .. 771 -5.2  2 146 69.9  265 616 -8.6  23 109 -5.3  351 -3.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Italy 25 313 8.2  45 760 67.4  99 752 3.5  14 153 0.0  113 905 4.6  63 730 13.8 1 316 757 -9.7  163 393 -10.9 7850 11.3 26870 2.4 .. ..
Japan 17 901 -1.6 .. .. 17 901 -1.6  334 821 18.5  207 628 2.0 .. ..  207 628 2.0 3 436 972 -6.2  707 345 -1.1  29 300 3.2  18 900 -0.5  3 216 0.3 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Kazakhstan 231 450 5.4  12 475 38.7  101 240 -7.4
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 149 339 -4.2  219 980 -0.3 9600 4.3 17300 -3.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia 386 -11.7 7 024 1.4 7 410 0.6  540 49.6  3 989 -1.8  10 592 -4.1  14 581 -3.5  1 206 -7.3  17 152 17.1  4 314 4.9 155 -6.5 965 3.7  112 -23.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lithuania 3 414 -5.2 3 961 -63.9 7 375 -49.4  433 31.6  3 182 -17.6  50 591 -6.1  53 773 -6.9  3 808 -7.7  25 881 -8.3  13 150 20.1  120 -18.4  11 178.9  11 178.9
Luxembourg 20 -14.5 148 -3.2 167 -4.7  389 28.0  654 -4.0  6 905 8.3  7 559 7.1  618 1.3  42 094 -5.1  5 092 -9.3 1200 0.0  36 50.0  150 -10.7  150 -10.7
Mexico 19 423 -6.2 46 025 -6.3 65 448 -6.3  578 94.9  256 388 2.4  2 429 -26.3 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Moldova 240 58.4 979 93.2 1 219 85.2  32 37.2  851 -3.4  3 998 5.9  4 848 4.2  31 387 -23.5  6 122 -12.4  217 -15.6  0 -19.2  0 -19.2
Netherlands 397 -3.4 5 034 0.2 5 431 -0.1  12 128 70.5  26 892 0.0  24 028 0.0  50 920 -2.8  312 129 -3.2  72 712 -9.7 3900 2.6 4400 -4.3  737 26.6  12 768 -4.5  32 373 -4.8  45 141 -4.8
New Zealand .. .. .. ..  282 495 -3.5  9 751 10.0 2175 -0.1 3225 2.2  373 26.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
North Macedonia 1 22.9 275 -26.6 276 -26.5  46 81.2  1 848 -1.8  12 779 33.6  14 627 27.8  1 051 17.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Norway 3 430 4.0 1 210 -1.7 4 640 2.5  3 232 102.4  22 281 9.2  2 148 -0.6  24 429 8.3  174 329 -1.1  5 604 -7.1 1200 0.0 2900 -3.3  124 55.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Poland 42 051 10.7 17 190 4.9 59 241 8.9  23 505 49.3  144 962 2.7  421 565 -6.5  93 619 -8.9 5200 13.0 18300 -0.5  1 896 -15.5
Portugal 1 650 -8.3 1 104 18.5 2 754 0.8  4 419 51.8  9 046 -3.6  22 982 1.3  32 028 -0.1  156 017 6.7  29 280 -13.7 1072 9.9 4774 3.7
Romania 13 020 26.1  4 160 30.7
Serbia 479 -6.3 1 712 -29.1 2 191 -25.1  426 123.0  1 869 20.4  8 223 -3.9  10 092 -0.2  769 1.3  19 611 0.5  6 027 -4.5 200 0.0  550 6.2  400 -9.0  1 152 -18.1  1 553 -15.9
Slovakia 759 2.0 6 495 -5.5 7 254 -4.7  3 339 62.7  6 154 -1.4  25 275 5.8  31 429 4.3  3 954 8.8  1 -22.2  530 -15.2  531 -15.2
Slovenia 597 0.5 3 486 0.5 4 083 0.5  835 54.1  2 567 4.2  21 740 -3.4  24 307 -2.6  45 679 -14.5  9 247 -18.8 430 13.2 1760 21.4  85 -25.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Spain 5 493 -2.6  24 195 53.0  178 016 -2.5  88 704 1.2  266 720 -1.3  914 921 -4.1  166 706 -10.8 5751 9.7 22156 1.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sweden 15 269 5.7 8 516 -5.4 23 785 1.4  12 883 60.5  45 763 2.2  2 107 -22.2  47 870 0.8  57 906 4.0  299 220 -4.8  44 212 -2.5 2012 -0.8 3926 -6.6  221 5.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Switzerland 11 070 -1.6  18 084 35.2  229 403 -5.3  28 942 -13.4 2085 -2.1 2709 -0.1  241 20.5  32 -18.6  1 1.0  33 -18.1
Türkiye 14 183 0.3 2 007 16.8 16 190 2.1  19 548 87.6  566 280 -7.8  203 637 1.8 3300 8.6 24080 -6.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
United Kingdom 15 865 -5.0  50 761 65.7  3 032 25.9  390 800 11.1 1 996 457 -8.8  55 499 8.4 10864 6.9 21897 0.8
United States 2 239 264 -0.1  21 182 39.9 5 100 711 -1.6 436962 -0.4  42 795 -0.3
Uzbekistan  3 537 13.0  23 803 30.9  2 356 -2.9

Sum of 3 quarters | Sum of 11 months | .. : Data are not applicable | Blank: Data are not available For country notes see: https://www.itf-oecd.org/country-notes-related-itf-key-transport-statistics-2022-data
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