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ACTIONS TAKEN BY MS -  COVID-19  

 

Member State 

 

Action 

 

Date 

  

Formal notification of 

temporary introduction of 

internal border control due to 

health grounds (Art. 28 SBC) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Austria 

Medical checks carried out for passengers from risk areas in line with national legislation 

on epidemic diseases 

Health and Passport checks: 

Introduction of internal border control with IT (11 March 2020)  CH and LI (14 March 

2020) for 10 days  

Entry into AT from there is only possible with a health certificate (not older than 4 days) 

or when admitting into 2 week home quarantine; transit without further stops in Austria 

is allowed.  

Exceptions are foreseen for cross-border workers 

Travel restrictions  

Call for refraining from all unnecessary trips worldwide. 

Stop of all direct flights to and from China, Iran, South Korea (already in effect since 6 

March)   

Stop of all direct flights and trains from Italy 

No more direct flights from France, Spain and Switzerland; also no more direct trains 

from Switzerland 

Restrictions to public life  

Quarantine for three particularly affected regions (two valleys in the province of Tyrol 

 

 

 

 

11 March 2020 and 

14 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

(24:00) 
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and one village in Carinthia)  

Prohibition of major events (outdoor more than 500 people, indoor more than 100) until 3 

April;  

 

Universities and 2nd grade schools (from age 14)  close and switch to online courses 

where possible until 3 April 

 

Regular classes at primary schools and 1st grade schools (age 6 – 14) will be suspended,  

but day care is still possible for children whose parents cannot attend to their children 

themselves in order to avoid day care by grandparents 

 

Closing of shops for at least one week with the exemption of essential care, such as 

supermarkets, pharmacies, drug stores, banks, post offices, animal food.  

 

Restricted opening hours for bars, cafés and restaurants for at least one week  

 

Visitors ban for hospitals and nursing homes with the exemption of child care units and 

palliative care units  

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020- 3 

April 2020 

 

18 March 2020- 3 

April 2020 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

(15:00) 

 

 

 

 

 

Belgium 

In close contact with WHO and EU 

Health authorities continuously assessing the risks 

Coordination: Ministry of Public Health supported by the National Crisis Centre, revised 

guidelines for schools and private sector  

Federal emergency phase announced. Federal Coordination Committee is closely 

monitoring the situation. 

New restrictions for events (cultural, sport), schools, hospitals, companies, shops, … 

No special, restrictive measures at the border for the time being. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 March 2020 
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Bulgaria 

Installation of national Headquarters for coordination measures with relevant authorities 

Identified passengers from risk areas: health inspector is informed and temperature 

screening with thermal cameras is performed 

At Terminal 2 of Sofia’ Airport, passengers arriving from Italy are being examined by 

the medical staff of the BCP with mobile devices, detecting temperature levels. At 

terminal 1 of the same BCP, a specially designated corridor for such passengers is in use. 

People arriving at BCPs are handed brochures with information on COVID-19 and the 

necessary prevention measures translated in 10 languages. 

On land BCPs health inspectors check incoming persons with mobile temperature 

measurement devices. Thermal cameras are being tested and implemented on these BCPs 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Croatia 

Personnel of sanitary inspections at the main BCPs has been increased. 

All stakeholders are kept informed on a regular basis. 

During border checks: Border police officers have to identify which passengers were in 

the last 14 days in affected areas - Division of two categories according to the level of 

risk: 

Category 1: Chinese province of Hubei, including the city of Wuhan, Italy, Heinsberg 

(DE), South Korean city of Daegu and Cheongdo province, Iran.  

Upon entering HR, foreign citizens are required to undergo quarantine for 14 days. 

Travelers will be escorted to the organized quarantine they will be staying. Otherwise 

refusal of entry into HR. They will bear the costs of quarantine themselves. 

Croatian citizens will be obliged, under the decision of the Border Sanitary Inspector, to 

be quarantine/self-insulated at home for a period of 14 days after leaving the area listed 

in Category 1. 

 

 

 

 

10 March 2020 
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If they live in a household with a large number of occupants and they cannot self-

quarantine, or any other reason that denies them the possibility to self-isolate, they will 

also be offered to go to an organized quarantine like the foreign citizens. 

If any person in the 14 day period develops symptoms of COVID19, he or she will be 

hospitalized regardless of nationality and in healthcare facilities in HR 

Category 2: China (except the area already covered by category 1 of measures), South 

Korea (except the area already covered by category 1 of measures), Hong Kong, Japan, 

Singapore 

Healthy persons entering Croatia are subject to home quarantine/self-isolation for 14 

days.  

The conduction of obligatory quarantine and self-isolation is overseen by the Ministry of 

interior. Persons not complying with the obligatory measures are subjected to sanction 

measures in accordance with the Croatian Law 

Transit: passengers from category 2, the border police officer will ask of any signs of 

illness. Passenger will provide the border police officer at border check with contact 

information and information about the estimated departure time from HR and the BCP at 

which they plan to leave. The border police will check if such travelers have left HR. 

This rule can only be applied if neighboring countries allows entry to their countries. 

Transport and Transit of Goods via Trucks 

International truck traffic with HR as the final point or point of departure: drivers are not 

allowed to leave the cabin during the voyage through HR. Upon the arrival at the point of 

destination, they have to be quarantined between journeys. The cargo companies shall 

organize quarantine facilities for their drivers.  

International transit road traffic through HR (trucks or passenger cars), and departing the 

same day of entering, adhere to the following rules: border police will check if they have 

any symptoms of COVID-19 and if they are symptom free they will be able to proceed. 

However, the drivers must provide the border police with their contact information and 

the expected time of departure from HR (ETD) as well as the planned border crossing 
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(BC) 

Restrictions to public life  

 

Any public gathering with more than 100 people is not allowed. Smaller gatherings can 

so far proceed provided hygienic and sanitary standards are met.  

Bars, restaurants, pubs and gyms remain open so far, although citizens are advised to 

reduce their attendance, except in the area of Istria where all such facilities are closed 

Public transportation remains open 

School classes will be suspended for two weeks in primary and secondary schools. 

Primary school students from grades 1 through 4 will attend classes through special 

broadcasts on Croatian Radio Television. The grades 5-8 and secondary schools will 

have online classes, with additional back-up by TV broadcast 

Universities, colleges and kindergartens will be also suspended for two weeks. Schools 

and kindergartens shall remain open for those children whose parents are unable to look 

after them during working hours.  

HR Government has adopted extraordinary measures to control market prices for 28 

items, including flour, eggs, sugar, cooking oil, fresh meat, fish, medicine and sanitary 

products. This decision covers all economic subjects registered in Croatia. Minister of 

economy, entrepreneurship and crafts is authorized to limit the export of these products 

in the case of shortages. This decision remains valid until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

 

 

Cyprus 

Passengers from China, Japan, Korea, Italy and Iran are requested to fill in a 

questionnaire and are screened on temperature 

Preventive measures: schools closed, any public event postponed 

For 15 days (until further notice), entry to Cyprus is forbidden unless the person falls into 

the following categories: 

 

 

 

 

 

15 March 2020 
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- Cypriot citizens/nationals 

- Legal residents of the Republic of Cyprus 

- EU or TCNs who work in the Republic of Cyprus 

- Nationals of countries that are in a designated diplomatic service or mission under 

bilateral or international conventions. 

- Individual cases of EU citizens or third country nationals for unavoidable professional 

obligations provided that the competent Ministry has obtained the relevant prior 

authorization. 

- EU or third country nationals attending educational institutions in the Republic of 

Cyprus. 

Entry will only be granted to those who, upon their arrival, submit a medical certificate 

that they have been tested [negative?] for coronavirus by certified medical centers. This 

certificate should be issued no more than 4 days before arrival. 

Those who fulfil these conditions will be placed under a 14-day compulsory quarantine 

at accommodation facilities designated by the Republic of Cyprus. 

Cypriot students who opt to stay in their places of study abroad (poss. in view of 

upcoming Easter holidays), will be granted a EUR 750 allowance. 

This decision also applies to those who use the crossing points along the Green Line, 

except for purely humanitarian reasons and following approval by the Minister of 

Interior. 

As regards crossing points along the Green Line, only persons belonging to the following 

categories shall be allowed to cross: 

- Cypriot citizens: Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. 

- Legal residents of the controlled areas of RoC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

(18:00)- 30 April 

2020 
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- Nationals of countries that are in a designated diplomatic service or mission under 

bilateral or international conventions. 

Other measures decided include:  

1) Allocating EUR 100 million for reinforcing the public health sector. 

2) Suspending the operations of certain businesses of the private sector, while 

imposing specific measures and conditions for those not ordered to close down 

(detailed decision is published https://www.pio.gov.cy/).Hotels are also ordered to close 

within the next 6 days until 30/4/20. 

3) Adopting a comprehensive exceptional financial Support Programme employees and 

businesses of EUR 700 million (equal to 3% of the GDP).  

4) With regards to the public sector, the competent Ministers have been authorised to 

proceed to the structuring of an emergency operations plan. Further specific 

instructions are expected. 

5) Apart from limits of gatherings of no more than 75 people, also applying to the 

church, further measures were announced later on by the Archbishop of Cyprus in 

relation to church attendance. 

6) suspension of classes in public and private educational institutions of the country is 

extended until 10 April (followed by two weeks of Easter holidays) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

(18:00)- 30 April 

2020 

 

 

 

 

Czech Republic 

All flights from China, Northern Italy (Milan, Venice, Bologna and Bergamo), South 

Korea suspended 

Czech Police +Customs Administration + Fire Rescue Corps: Preventive actions (body 

temperature measurement and information leaflets for those coming back from Italy) 

through random checks at 10 border crossing points with Germany, Austria and Slovakia 

(Rozvadov, Folmava, Železná Ruda, Dolní Dvořiště, Strážný, Mikulov, Hatě, Břeclav, 

Cínovec, Pomezí) 

All CZ citizens + all foreigners (including EU citizens) who are temporarily or 

 

 

 

9 March 2020 (07:00) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7 March 2020 
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permanently resident in CZ or persons who work in CZ and have returned from their stay 

in Italy after 7 March 7 have to report to their general practitioner immediately, by phone 

or otherwise without personal contact. The general practitioners will order 14 days home 

quarantine. The measure does not apply to freight drivers, drivers and crews of transport 

medical services and pilots of transport aircraft 

All suspected infections will be handed over to regional public health authorities 

Tourists with symptoms: tourists obliged to endure the control of symptoms of infectious 

diseases after entering CZ. If signs of an infectious disease found, they are obliged to 

assist healthcare professionals in collection of samples. They are obliged to tolerate 

restrictions on the freedom of movement during the laboratory examination of the 

samples 

State of emergency for 30 days 

Introduction of internal border control: 

The measure concerns the land borders with DE and AT and the air borders: 

The internal borders with AT and DE can only be crossed at designated crossing points 

without any time limit. Persons, who demonstrably cross internal borders on a regular 

basis, in particular cross-border / commune workers, may also cross at other crossing 

points  

The above-mentioned obligation does not apply to selected categories of persons for 

whom the restriction on the crossing of internal borders would be disproportionate and in 

some cases would be contrary to the public interest. These include, for example, an 

integrated rescue system, people in the event of an unforeseen emergency, freight 

transport, etc. 

Additional measures on cross border mobility: 

Entry ban for all foreigners (incl. EU nationals) with the exception of those foreigners 

with temporary and residence permit in CZ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10 March 2020 

 

12 March 2020 

 

 

 

14 March 2020- 18 

March 2020 
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Travel ban for CZ citizens, as well as for foreigners with temporary and residence permit 

in CZ 

The entry and travel bans will be applied earlier for the high epidemic risk areas defined 

by the Health Ministry, namely AT, BE, CH, DE, DK, ES, FR, IT, NL, NO, SE, UK, 

China, Iran, South Korea   

Suspending short term/long term/temporary/permanent visa and residence permits 

applications at the CZ embassies 

Various exceptions have been already approved (for international transport drivers and 

crews, cross-border workers/pendlers, rescue services, diplomatic personnel, etc.). 

All foreigners who are at the time of the declaration of the state of emergency in the 

territory legally, temporarily or permanently, under the rules for the stay of foreigners, 

are entitled to remain in the territory for the duration of the state of emergency 

Prolongation of internal border controls 

The measure concerns the land borders with DE and AT and the air borders, and is in 

force until 4th April 2020 23:59 with the possibility of extension 

The internal borders with DE and AT can only be crossed at designated crossing points 

without any time limit. Road freight transport, as well as persons, who demonstrably 

cross internal borders on a regular basis, in particular cross-border / commune 

workers, may also cross at other crossing points listed below from 5:00 to 23:00. 

The above-mentioned obligation does not apply to selected categories of persons for 

whom the restriction on crossing of internal borders would be disproportionate and in 

some cases would be contrary to the public interest. These include, for example, an 

integrated rescue system, people in the event of an unforeseen emergency, freight 

transport, etc. 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 March 2020 (0:00 

AM) 
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Denmark 

 

Introduction of internal border controls at all internal borders.  

From today we strongly recommend that Danes refrain from all non-essential travels out-

side Denmark. We also advise Danes travelling abroad to return to Denmark in the 

coming days.  

Additional measures also involve travel restrictions and control of persons at Danish 

borders: Persons who do not live or work in DK or are not crossing the borders to deliver 

goods or services – or for other equally relevant purposes, will not be allowed entry.  

No controls of transports of goods: DK authorities are in contact with DK businesses and 

transporters to ensure a smooth continuation of the flows of goods. 

Passenger traffic to DK by air, train and ferries will be either fully or partially closed.  

14 March 2020- 13 

April 2020 
 

 

 

X 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Estonia 

The border guard units (especially at air borders) continue to perform ordinary border 

checks activities. No specific targeted measures taken by authorities responsible for 

border control at the air, land and sea borders. However, there are planning activities 

performed for initiation of contingency plans at place, when situation so requires.  

The Health Board (the responsible authority for preparedness of situations concerning 

protection of public health) together with Port, Airport authorities have placed in Tallinn 

Harbour terminals and Tallinn Airport a medical screening (body temperature 

measurement) equipment. The Health Board as a main responsible authority have 

deployed voluntary staff, who carries in the passenger terminals of Tallinn Harbour and 

Tallinn Airport preventive actions (providing information bulletins, body temperature 

measurement) aimed at reducing risk of COVID-19 spreading. 

In the frame of mutual assistance, the Police and Border Guard Board is supporting the 

activities of the Health Board. The activities are aimed at supporting preventive actions 

10 March 2020  
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for reducing the risk of COVID-19 spreading. 

Assistance includes: 

- Distribution of information in car terminals of Tallinn Harbour, external land 

border crossing points (Narva-1, Koidula, Luhamaa), at the border between Estonia and 

Latvia (Valga, Ikla to passengers traveling by public/mass transport (coaches and buses)).  

- At the passenger`s request the body temperature measurement by handheld 

digital body temperature devices might be performed by the Police Officers in all 

locations at the border.   

Declaring state of emergency until 01.05.2020  

Closing of all education institutions (distance learning) except for the kindergartens. 

Research activities at the universities and research institutions will continue. 

Closing museums, cinemas, theaters, concerts. Conferences and sporting events will be 

banned. Libraries remain open 

Setting up a control of the passengers for symptoms and travel history at border points, 

ports, airports 

Banning visitors in hospitals, nursing homes and jails.  

Sale of tickets for cruises from and to Stockholm will be put on hold. 

 

 

Finland 

 

Health authorities continuously assessing the general risk in Finland 

No additional measures at the border, but staff is informed about what to do with risk 

passengers, including awareness raising 

Negotiations with neighbouring third countries on handling risk passengers 

National continuity planning (regarding personnel and material) in process 

  

 

 

 

 

At main entry points (e.g. Roissy airport), medical personnel is available to provide 

advice: they monitor the passenger’s temperature and help passengers with symptoms 

 

Border guards assist medical teams at the gates of the airports for flights from countries 
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France 

at risk (currently China, Singapore and South Korea)  

 

All public events (festivals, demonstrations, concerts) with a participation of more than 

1,000 people have been cancelled 

 

Recommendations for private transport companies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Germany 

Regular border regime in place 

Passengers on flights from risk areas: to fill in a passenger locator form and have an 

interview 

Participation in conference of Ministers with neighbouring countries  

Increase the capacity of beds in intensive care and respiratory units and to constantly 

adapt the special measures for the most vulnerable.  

Planned operations in hospitals should be postponed to free capacity for Covid-19 

patients.  

Kindergartens, schools, universities and cultural institutions in most of the German 

Länder will close as of the beginning of next week 

Export restrictions were an urgent measure to secure supply of personal protective 

equipment. Now introduced more exceptions to take into account needs of EU-MS and 

other third countries 

Temporarily reintroduced border control at the internal borders in accordance with 

Article 28 of Regulation (EU) 2016/399 (Schengen Borders Code) at the land borders 

with Denmark, Luxembourg, France, Switzerland and Austria, effective from 16 

March 2020 at 08:00, for an initial period of ten days. The Federal Republic of 

Germany reserves the right to determine border-crossing points for border checks.  

 The flow of goods across borders should remain largely unimpeded. The same applies 

 

 

 

 

 

25 February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

16 March 08:00 
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to cross-border commuters until 17 March 2020 without proof that they have a job in 

another country. Thereafter, they should provide proof of such a job in order to be able 

to cross the border. Other unnecessary trips into and out of high-risk areas will no 

longer be permitted.  

 In order to protect public health, persons suspected of infection with the coronavirus 

may be refused entry, on a case-by-case basis. To avoid the uncontrolled spread of the 

coronavirus, such persons would be transferred to the responsible authorities of the 

neighbouring country in an orderly manner.  

 

 

 

 

 

Greece 

At airports: Chinese passengers screened upon entry and temperature checked 

Leaflets about virus and management of suspected and affected cases to police units. 

 

Airport: Passengers from Italian provinces of Veneto, Lombardy, Piedmont and Emilia-

Romagna must undergo screening procedures when entering EL 

 

On islands: Migrants from Iran are separated and isolated and undergo  medical 

screening; concerned migrants will be asked about their date of departure from their 

country of origin  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hungary 

Ambulance Services is permanently present at major land BCPs to screen passengers 

arriving from affected areas. Body thermometers are available at all border crossing 

points. Hand disinfectant gel (or tissue), disposable nitrile gloves and disposable surgical 

face masks are available for the officers. 

 

No more visa issuing to Iranian citizens. 

 

The Government declared nationwide state of danger. 

 

Immediately reintroduced border control (Article 28 of SBC) at the Hungarian-Austrian 

and Hungarian-Slovenian internal borders. Appointed places for border crossing: 

- at Austrian border section: Hegyeshalom, Sopron, Rábafüzes; and Fertőd, Kópháza, 

Kőszeg, Búcsú, Szentpéterfa 

- at Slovenian border section: Rédics, Tornyiszentmiklós; and Tornyiszentmiklós-Pince. 

 

1 February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

6 March 2020 

 

11 March 2020 

 

 

12 March 2020 
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During border control the entry of passengers (except Hungarian citizens) arriving from 

Italy, China, Korea and Iran (countries with mayor coronavirus outbreaks) will be 

refused. 

 

 

12 March 2020 

 

Iceland 

 

Border guards get regular information how to react in case of a possible infection.   

 

 

Ireland 

Close cooperation with National Health Authority 

 

Precautionary procedures have been put in place for high risk passengers presenting at air 

borders in Ireland 

 

National Airlines (Aer Lingus & Ryanair) have suspended flights to and from Italy. 

Passengers arriving from high risk areas displaying symptoms are isolated and medically 

assessed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Italy 

National state of emergency for 6 months.  

 

Request for facemasks under the Civil Protection Mechanism 

 

All flights from China, Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan suspended. Before this date, all 

passengers arriving from those destinations were subject to medical screening.  

 

Medial screening (body temperature measurement) is performed to all passengers 

arriving to Italy. When infection suspected, passenger needs to notify to local health 

authorities his/her arrival to Italy and where he/she has been 

 

New governmental decree setting out additional measures: limited free movement, closed 

schools, no public gatherings 

 

Exit screening procedures at Rome, Milan and Linate airport (temperature screening and 

questionnaire about symptoms): Local staff decides if person can fly  

 

 

 

27 February 2020 

 

 

 

31 January 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 February 2020 

 

 

10 March 2020 
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The Ministry of Infrastructures decided to limit the operational services in several 

airports only to emergency services so no international commercial flights are accepted 

 

Sardinia Region limited the transport of ferries to its territory, limited exceptions are 

allowed.   

 

12 March 2020 

 

 

14 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Latvia 

Briefings for border guards on cases of possible infection and how to deal with infected 

passenger 

Border guards interview in-depth passengers regarding recent travel routes, as well as to 

check travel documents for stamps 

Riga Airport: electronic information banners and recommendation to passengers at all 

BCPs  

Special questionnaire to travellers  

State of emergency  

The Government has introduced several restrictions: 

On-site learning is terminated at all educational establishments 

In order to attend pre-school educational institutions: parents shall submit a written 

statement to the pre-school educational institution informing that the child and family 

have not visited any COVID-19 affected countries and have not been in contact with 

COVID-19 affected persons 

All public events, meetings, demonstrations are banned 

The state and local government institutions have been requested to ensure, as far as 

possible, the remote provision of on-site services 

14 day self-isolation applies to any person who has returned from the affected countries 

and territories 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 March 2020-14 

April 2020 
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All international transport services will be suspended  

All of the EU's external border crossing points will be closed for people and transport 

(Restrictions will not apply to cargo) 

Restriction will not apply to cargo, as well as for LV citizens and TCN with permanent 

residence rights in LV, who are returning to LV, and to TCN who wish to leave LV. The 

foreign diplomats working in LV, as well as persons arriving in LV for humanitarian 

reasons or according to LV national interests are excluded as well 

Short-term and long-term visas for entry to LV will not be issued by LV diplomatic and 

consular missions abroad, as long as the emergency situation exists 

Controls will not be introduced on the EU's internal borders  

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 March 2020 

 

Liechtenstein 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lithuania 

 

Case definition extended to countries with local transmission as risk countries (China, 

Japan, Hongkong, Iran, South Korea, Singapore, Italy, Germany, France, Spain)  

Measures at points of entry (airports and ports): contacts of all passengers from affected 

countries are collected and consultations with advices and recommendations are 

provided. Temperature check and passenger card are collected from all direct flights from 

Northern Italy. Sound announcements, posters and leaflets at airports. 

Recommendations for all travellers from affected countries: all travellers are requested to 

fill-in special questionnaire on-line, they are contacted by public health personnel, 

recommendations for self-isolation and health monitoring for 14 days are provided. 

All public events and mass gatherings are banned, schools and universities are closed for 

two weeks at least. 

Lithuania has joined the common PPE procurement, organized by the European 

Commission. Embassy of the People’s Republic of China to the Republic of Lithuania 

10 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 March 2020 
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has offered their assistance in supply of PPE. Lithuania has provided the Embassy with 

information regarding our needs for PPE. 

Temporarily reintroduction of border control at all internal land-, sea-, and air borders 

 

 

14 March 2020 

(18:00) – 24 March 

2020 (18:00) 

 

 

 

 

 

Luxembourg 

No additional border measures 

Closures of all schools, universities and crêches  

Events in confined spaces with more than 100 people are prohibited 

Events in non-confined spaces with more than 500 people are prohibited 

Ban on all visits to hospitals and care homes 

 

 

 

 

16 March 2020 

 

 

13 March 2020-31 

March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Malta 

Medical screening (body temperature measurement) to all passengers arriving to Malta, 

including at seaports: This measure has now also been extended to those travelling 

between Malta and the sister island of Gozo 

Case definition extended to countries with local transmission as risk countries 

Focus on communication strategy and prevention measures for the population  

All visitors entering hospitals are being screened thermally upon entry 
  
The ferry service between MT and Sicily has been operating for food and medicine only, 

and flights to and from IT grounded 
  

Flights were grounded to and from FR, ES, CH and DE and a mandatory quarantine of 

14 days for people who have been in Italy, China (including Hong Kong), Singapore, 

Japan, Iran and South Korea, from 27 February 2020 onwards.  

 

The police are also monitoring the quarantine and a 1000€ fine has been introduced for 

those breaching the mandatory quarantine 

24 February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

10 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

11 March 2020 
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All schools (primary, secondary, post-secondary and tertiary) and childcare centers will 

be closed 

Elderly homes and prison will be closed for visitors, funerals will be held outdoors, 

public mass events have been suspended including church activities 

All sports activities suspended until 22 March 2020 
  

The mandatory 14-day quarantine will apply to travellers from all countries. Number of 

passengers on public transport will be restricted 

13 March 2020- 20 

March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 March 2020 

 

 

The Netherlands 

Regular border regime in place  

All incoming airplanes with passengers suspected of contamination will be diverted to a 

separate platform and screened when entering (pilot decides) 

  

 

 

 

Norway 

 

Everyone who comes from outside the Nordic countries will be in quarantine for 14 days 

from their arrival in Norway, regardless of whether they have symptoms or not. This 

applies retroactively from 27th of February this year. This will also apply to travelers 

coming to Norway by transiting through the Nordic countries. Based upon careful 

considerations and close monitoring of the development of the situation, the period the 

measures are applied may be extended. 

12 March 2020 

(18:00) – 26 March 

2020 

 

 

 

Poland 

 

State of epidemiological threat 

 

Introduction of internal border controls at border with CZ, SK, DE, LT as well as at sea 

and air border crossing points: 

PL is suspending international air and rail services; 

Entry ban for foreigners  

 

All PL citizens (plus their spouses and children with foreign passports as well as 

foreigners with permanent/temporary residence or working permission) returning from 

abroad must undergo a two-week quarantine 

 

Ban on public gatherings of more than 50 persons  

 

13 March 2020 

 

15 March 2020- 24 

March 2020 
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Only grocery stores, pharmacies, laundry facilities will still be open 

 

Restaurants, bars and cafes will only be able to operate as takeaways and delivery 

 

Classes in kindergartens, schools and universities are suspended  

 

Activities of cultural institutions are suspended  

12 March 2020-25 

March 2020 

 

12 March 2020-25 

March 2020 

 

 

Portugal 

 

A state of alert has been declared 

Suspension of all flights (commercial and private) to or from Italy, until 24 March. 

Cruise ship passengers are not allowed to land, unless reside in Portugal 

13 March 2020 

 

11 March 2020 

 

 

13 March 2020 

 

 

 

Romania 

Medical personnel present to screen passengers coming from risk areas.  

Information posters  displayed and leaflets handed out at the BCPs 

Flights to IT suspended  

Passengers from risk areas: self-isolation 

 

 

 

Until 23 March 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slovakia 

At all international airports in Slovakia:  each passenger undergoes medical examination 

 

Health checks at the internal border with Austria: On random basis, sanitary staff will 

carry out health checks, controlling the body temperature or communicating with people 

who are coming from risk areas (Police officers will only assist in the stopping the cars – 

no checks on documents or persons) 

Information campaign linked with targeted checks of passenger motor vehicles, 

informing how to proceed in case of suspicion of coronavirus infection 

 

 

All public events (festivals, demonstrations, concerts) with have been cancelled. 

 

Slovakia has taken police and medical measures according Article 23 SBC at internal 

borders with HU, CZ and AT 

 

All international airports in Slovakia were closed, except cargo 

 

 

 

28/02/2020 (18:00) 

 

 

 

28/02/2020-

02/03/2020 

13 March 2020 
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International railway passenger traffic at the aforementioned border sections will also be 

closed 

 

 

 

 

Slovenia 

No landing permission for flights from: IT, China, South Korea and Iran 

Airports: medical checks, including temperature screening (operational protocol) 

No public gatherings with more than 5000 people  

 

9 March 2020  

 

 

 

Spain 

No targeted border check measures  

All borders and Units received information on the Covid-19, both on what is known on 

the virus, its forms of transmission and visible symptoms, as well as on general measures 

of protection.  

In case any symptoms are detected at BCPs: the relevant medical entities should be 

contacted immediately 

  

 

Sweden 

All flight permits from Iranian air (6 flights per week) suspended due to insufficient 

information from the Iranian authorities how they deal with the Coronavirus 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Switzerland 

 

Introduction of internal border control at border with IT:  

 

The entry into CH from IT will be only permitted to Swiss citizens, persons with a 

residence permit in CH and persons who must travel to CH for professional reasons. 

Persons in a situation of absolute necessity may also enter from IT. 

 

In order to make controls at the internal border to IT effective and at the same time as 

efficient as possible, a certain channelling to larger border crossing points is inevitable. 

For this reason, smaller border crossing points will stay closed. 

 

All public events with more than 100 participants prohibited. Restaurants, bars and clubs 

must not have more than 50 people at the same time in their localities. 

 

Schools and other educational institutions are not allowed to hold classes on site 

13 March 2020, 

12:00, until 22 March 

2020, 11:59 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until 30 April 2020 
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Measures in asylum centres: Arriving asylum seekers undergo medical checks and 

suspected cases are being tested and isolated. The number of people per dormitory is 

being minimised and transfers between regions are avoided if possible. 

 

 

 

Until 4 April 2020 

 

 

 

EU Agency 

 

Action 

 

Date 

  

Next steps 

Frontex 

 

Advice provided to operational and non-operational staff 

(guidelines on quarantine measures, telework, missions, 

meetings, private travel) 

 

A dedicated officer in Frontex for questions on this issue 

 

A crisis group meets every second day to follow SANTE and 

ECDC guidelines 

  

EASO 

 

From the onset of the outbreak, EASO has implemented a 

number of measures with a view to ensuring preparedness 

and adequate response for any eventuality in line with its 

duty and care towards its staff.  

Rresponse measures have been guided by the advice of the 

Maltese Authorities, the European Control and Disease 

Prevention and Control (ECDC), EU Institutions and 

Agencies and in addition for our Operational Offices in 

Italy, Cyprus and Greece also the instructions of 

responsible national authorities in those counties. 

  

From 28 February 2020 a number of precautionary 

measures for staff of the Agency:  Issuance of four our 

subsequent Executive Director Decisions (of 28 February, 

9 March, 11 March and 12 March 2020) in response to the 

rapidly evolving situation. According to them all missions 
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were cancelled, all scheduled meetings, training sessions, 

and other activities being organized by EASO, irrespective 

of the location were suspended as a preventive measure 

until further notice. A Response Team (‘COVID-19 

Response Team’) was established within the Agency to 

coordinate EASO’s preventive measures and ensure follow-

up to agreed actions. Furthermore, all staff members are 

duly informed of the latest developments and instructions 

by way of Daily Situational Updates that are sent directly 

by email individually to all staff. A dedicated space has 

been set up on the EASO intranet which includes the daily 

updates as well as relevant documentation, such as 

Executive Director Decisions relating to the COVID-19 

situation. 

  

Staff members, including newcomers, who have recently 

travelled to, transited through or travelled from high risk 

areas, either on official mission or personal visit, have been 

instructed to self-quarantine and request their line 

manager ‘occasional teleworking’ for a period of 14 

consecutive days from the date of their travel out of the 

high risk areas. The conduct of face-to-face interviews and 

written tests of ongoing or planned recruitment procedures 

are subject to an individual assessment. The telework and 

self-quarantine at the request of their line manager 

“occasional teleworking” was first introduced for 

vulnerable groups.  

  

As of 16 March 2020,  the Executive Director Decision on 

teleworking will apply for all staff members performing 

non-critical tasks for a period of 14 consecutive days until 

further notice. The staff performing critical tasks will 

continue to work to assure the business continuance. 
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To date, no reported cases of staff members who have 

tested positive to the virus. Closely monitoring of the 

situation  

 

 


