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 Public transport statistics

 Timeliness

 MNO Data/Big Data: What next?

 Censuses

 Dissemination

Overview
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 Tram and metro data collection: 145+ cities+27 countries.

 https://unece.org/tram-and-metro-data (CSV download)

 Can we automate the collection process?

Public Transport Data
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“Metro passenger numbers fell 49% in 
2020.”

“After falling by 80-96% in April 2020, metro 
passengers have very slowly returned, only 
reaching 44-66% of the 2019 averages by July 
2021.”   
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September 2020
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January 2021
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wiki.unece.org/pages/viewpage.action?

pageId=109352183

https://wiki.unece.org/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=109352183


 Lots of interest: 45+76 participants.

 Main interest in Mobile Data, covering MNO data, App-
based… 

 Some countries started from scratch, others adapted 
existing projects.

 Importance of partnerships.

 Sustainability.

 PRIVACY!

 But traditional data are not dead.

Lessons learnt
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 Possible Big Data group? MNO data a focus? Expected 
output?

 Country practices or Recommendations?
 Data sharing agreements, strategy for cooperation, benefits.

 Techniques for data processing, collating datasets, privacy….

 Cross-Border Data Project?

 Monitoring transport for its own sake, or as input (business 
conditions, industrial production, covid spreading…)?

What next?
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Censuses
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• Every 5 years, UNECE collects traffic information on the 
E-Road and E-Rail networks. 

• Allows an assessment of network capacity.
• Adds a geospatial element to traffic statistics and 

corridor analysis/modal shift.
• Tracks Euro Asian goods flows.

• Climate change adaptation. 
• We complement this with analysis of Goods+passenger

flows (Eurostat NUTS2 o-d data).

• Needed: traffic count data for more countries.
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https://stats.unece.org/infocard/

On the horizon: SDG data 
stories…

https://unece.org/media/transport/Transport-Statistics/press/360823

https://stats.unece.org/infocard/
https://unece.org/media/transport/Transport-Statistics/press/360823


Thank you!TRANSPORT STATISTICS

Questions 

welcome

BlackburnA@un.org

mailto:BlackburnA@un.org

